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The chief -~mrvose of Baines mblication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flyin: vexsonnel in the Hegular sestiaiall Reserve Corns, National 
Guard, and others connected vith aviation. 

Publishers are autnorized to revrint material a-ypee ring in this 
yalhscetsen. g 

nisin 


MILITARY AVIATION FOR 1950 


Onerating with the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War for 
Aeronautics, as its denartmental head, and Major-General James E. Fechet as 
its Chief, the Air Coips on December 31, 1950, comeleted three anc one-half 
years of its Five Year Eiransion rrograin. 

The latest figures ccmmilec on the subject (October 31, 1930) Zive the Air 
Corns the following strength in personnel; 


Air Corss Officers, hemular Army------------------------------- 1,204 
Detailed to the Air Corns (mostly student officers)--~------~--- 139 
Reserve Officers on extended ective duty----------------------- 240 
Total number of Air Corms Teserve Officers-----~--------------- 5,700 
Air Corjs enlisted men-------------------------- din-ecianniansiemigane Rae ae 


’ 


Foremost amonz its pana ere the three Assistant Chiefs of the Air 
Corns, each holdinz the ran of Prigadier-Generel. These officers, together 
with their duties are; 

General Fenjainin D. Foulois, Chief, Plans Division, Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corns, Washington, D.C.. 

General Charles H. Denfortnh, Conmandin; the Air Coros Training Center, 
Duncan Field, San Antonio, Tera 

General Eenry Conger Pratt, Chief of the Meteriel Division, Air Corns, 
Wright Tiecld, Dayton, Onio. 

During the vast year, tro Assistant: Chiefsof the Air Cor»s (Brigadier- 
Generals. William E. Gillmore and Fran’: P. Lahm) retired from that status. 

Unaer the direction of the Chief of the Vateriel Division at Wright Field, 
& rogram of develowment and research of considerable magnitude, even in the 
face o7 rather limited ayrovriations,. was vigorously carried on. The lessons 
learned from the joint Army-Navy maneuvers, the extensive Air Coros ixercises 
held last spring in the vicinity of Sacramento, Californie, end the trend of 
high-neiformance commercial aircraft, as well as the ayoroximately 36,000,000 
aircraft miles actually flown last year ov the Air Corps, are being applied 
directly to the. new desizms now in embryonic stages. 

Engine development was carried on qhone two general lines, direct air cool- 
ing end high temesrature .igqiid cooling. ith the increase in power. nlants of 
observation airolanes from 425 to S00 horse ower, the geared propeller, liquid- 
cooled engine neld its owa in the increasing field of air-cooled radial engines. 
The ccnventional radial air-cooled moter of 525 horsexower was. successfully 
"Stepned up" to 575 horsenower. Tests of a 1400 h.v. X tyne engine of 24 cyl- 
‘nites was carried on, and interestinz results obtained. 

Among other tests allied to nower »lants were tiose carried on with anti- 
detonating fuels, Diesel aircraft engines, automatic superchargers, and fuel 
7umns. 

in the field of airplanes, the Keystone B3A, similar to ‘te old. LE-7, ex- 
cent for a single rudder auseubiy., was adopted as the standard type bomber. A 
number of single-engine cabin airslanes of a comrercial tyne were bought and 
nlaced in the service for aerial shotogranhic uses. The Douglas 0-254 and 0-32 
and the Thomas-Morse 0-19, are veing used for observation mrvoses, together 
with a number of Curtiss Falcon O1-"'s. 

The Curtiss Falcon A3-B still holds the field as the Attack airolane, while 
the new Eoeing P-i2C and some Curtiss F-6 airslanes have been adovted for Pursu: 
work. Transvort airolanes of medium canacity, wt sossessing high s eed, have 
been bought and placed under service tests. 

Among the exnerimental airslanes which vere tested during the past year, 
end which may affect Pursuit design, should be mentioned the Berliner-Joyce, the 


Curtiss XP-10, the Boeing XP-9 and the Curtiss XP-17. A new type of long- 
~1- _¥e6 103, 4 C. 

















distance. reconnaissance airplane, the Fok er X0-27, is also undergoing tests 
with a view to its nracticability for-tha* purvose. This is a mono lane with 
two engines and retractable lending gear, and has often been referred to asa 
"flying wing." 

Out in the field certain changes. have. taxen place in the Air Corns organi- 
zation. Among these chenzes have been tne formation of the <Oth Pursuit Groun 
Headquarters, the 55th end 77th Pursuit and the 80th Service Squadrons at Mather 
field, Sacramento, Calif.; the 2nd Dailoon Commeny at Pope Field, Fort Bragg, 
N.C.; the 36th Pursuit Sqadron at ee” Field, Michigan, and the concentra- 
tion of Air Corps enlisted men in Hawaii to afford strength for the new organi- 
zations already and soon to be found ‘there. 

Construction work end the »lanning of layouts at many of the »resent and 
future stations were carried on to lee» nace with the growth of the Air Corns. 
At Rendolph Field, San Antonio, Texas, end Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Alabama, 
construction of a general character has teken place to take care of the movenient 
of the Air Corns Primary Flying Schools to the former field and the Air Corns 
Tactical School to the latter. litchel Field, Lonz Island, New Yorls:, end 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., have been ,rovided with new quarters and 
barracks, with the addition of a hosvitel et the latter field. Noncommissioned 
officers quarters were in the process of construction at Langley Field, Va. - 
Barksdale Field, the site near Shrevenort, Le., was turned over to the War 
Department , and milcing prevarations made with a view to providing facilities 
for the Third Attack Wing to be stationed there sometime in the future. The 
site in Marin County, Calif., for the pronosed new Boibardment Group, and the 
gne at Alameda, Calif., for the Air De»vot on the Pacific Coast, have not yet 
been accented by the War Derartment, mt consideration is already being given 
to the »ossible leyouts of buildings and srouuds at those places. 

Playing a eceuaiit role in Air Corns activities, as they always have; it 
is not surorising to note that in the ».est caleadar year the various Air Corps f 

schools have graduated an wrisually large munber of officers and enlisted men, 
as follows: 

Air Corps Advanced Flyins School, Kelly Field, Texas, 275 students, com- 
prising 72 officers, 201 Flying Cadets, one Air Corns noncommissioned officer 
and one foreign officer. 

Air Corps Tactical School, ten, Zley Field, Va. - 14 Air Coros officers, 11 
officers from other branches of the Army, 2 Marine Cor:s officers, and one 
foreign student. 

Engineering School, Wright Pield, Ohio,- 11 Air Corns officers. 

Air Corps Technical School, Chamate Fiela, Rantoul, Ill. - 24 Air Corns 
officers,629 enlistec men, end 28 other mpsonte, including officers from 
the Air Corps Reserve, National Guarc, and foreign ctudents. Of noteworthy 
mention in connection with this school is the cas that a total of 80 Air Corps 
officers were detailed to taxe instruction, starting in September, in the vari- 
ous courses offered the cormissioned »ersonnel. This large nunber of student 
officers constituted a record in the annais of the Chanute Field school. 

As fiyinz is the major activity of the air Corns, it micht be well to 
refer to the extensive maneuvers heid curing Aoril at Mather Field, Sacramento, 
Calif, very combat unit stationed in the United States warticipated in these 
exercises, which lasted four weeks. More than 145 airnlanes, service tyne, co- 
ordinated into the First Provisicnal Wing, went throuzh intensive training in 
the coordination of various tynes of aviation waich the exercises afforded. The 
size of such a temporary organization will be quadrvyled during May, 1931, with 
the formation of the First Air Division and the holding of maneuvers in the 
northeastern States. 

Some of the features of the 1930 erercises were the cross-country flight of 
@ Bomber, equipped with a gyro nilot, from the Dast to the West Coast and return, 
also its particination, so enuinped, "an a sinwlated bombing raid out to sea; a 
squadron maneuver of the 95th Pursuit Squadron of 19 airplanes at an eltitude of 
28,000 feet, and the transmission of pictorial. messages by radio from plane to 
ground. Worthy of mention is the fect that @uring these exercises and also durin, 
its participation in the Netional Air Races at Chicago late in August, the Air 
Corps did not suffer a single fatality. 

Although the Air Corxs has for some time given up any special endeavors to 
attain spectacular flight records, one feature of the 1930 activities was the 
flight by an Air Corps Transport pliene (Ford tyne) without stop from the States 
to France Field, Panama Canal Zone, as nart of the routine wal brs Oe eer 4 
wiles ~610Z, A. C. 
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between this country and our field an the Isthmus. 

In aerial »hotography, Air Corps photo sections have completed thousands 
of square miles of photograshic surveys for the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
and other agencies of the Federal government. 

Radio developments were mainly along the line of "homing devices," or 
directional indicators. These may be described briefly as devices for direc- 
tional tuning whereby the airplane »vilot may quickly get the bearing of any 
radio or broadcasting station in oneration!at the time, and by two or more cross- 
bearings be able to plot his position accurately. A similar develo»ment work, 
although not strictly in radio, was carried on by the Air Corps with the General 


‘Electric Company on the Sonic (sound-echo). Altimeter for blind landings and 


flying in fog. 

With the placing of contracts and delivery of a large number of new air- 
planes during the year, and the policy adopted of ferrying most of them from 
the plece of manufacture to the various stations to which they were allotted, 

Air Corps pilots were afforded considerable cross-country flying experience. 

Awards of the Distinguished Flying Cross were made during the year to 
Captain Ulysses G. Jones, lst Lieut. Walter T. Meyer, @hd‘Lieuteneit Edwin W. 
Rawlings, Staff Sergeant Robert F. Summers, Air Corns, Regular Army, and Capt. 
Ashley C. McKinley and Lieut. Dean Cull Smith, Air Corns Reserve. The first 
four named men received the decoration for heroic c pduct at sea off the 
Island of Hawaii in endeavoring to effect the rescue,'the crew of a Bomber 
which dived into the water due to engine failure. Captain McKinley and Lieut. 
Smith received the coveted decoration for their notable work while serving with 
the Byrd Antarctic Emedition. Including these six awards of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the number thus far awarded ty the War Devartment totals 48. -. 

‘fmon, the’ accom listments of the Army Air Corns during the calendar year 
1930, the following may be mentioned: 

The Arctic Patrol Flight of the First Pursuit Grou», undertaken to test 
the behaviour of. personnel, planes and equipment under the most severe winter 
conditions, returned to Selfridge Field, Mich., from Snokane, Wash., on January 
29th. The flight involved a total distance of 3,500 miles, and was participated 
in by 23 pilots and 20 mechanics, utilizing 18 Pursuit »lanes, three Cargo 
planes and one observation »lane. 

Aside from the fact that one pilot was injured in a crash during a raging 
blizzard and that several others suffered frost bites, there were no untoward 
incidents in this long aerial jaunt through the frigid northwest. One »lane was 
lost, being damaged beyond repair in the crash referred to. 

Lieut. Edwin 3B, Bobzien and Technical Sergeant Stockwell, of the 15th 
Photo Section, Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. , completed in 
Jamiary a most interesting photographic mission in Arizona. They took photo- 
graphs and mapped an area, 400 square miles, of ruined prehistoric cities and 
cancels constructed in that locality from 800 to 1,000 years ago. 

Lieut . William A. Matheny, Air Corps, was selected for the 1929 Cheney 
Award for the most outstanding and meritorious act performed by any individual 
eligible to receive it. Lieut. Matheny's act of valor and self sacrifice oc- 
curred when he went to the assistance of a fellow flyer who, following the crash 
of a Bomber while en route from Managua, Nicaragua, to France Field, Panama, was 
thrown out of the plane, momentarily stunned and wnable to move from the vicinity 
of the wrecked craft which had caught fire. Running back to the burning plane, 
Lieut. Matheny assisted the injured airman to his feet, dragged him away from 
the flames and rolled him along the ground to extinguish the flames on his persor 
Lieut. Matheny was severely burned in his rescue effort. 

Lieut.-Colonel Jacob E. Fickel, Lieuts. Albert F, Hegenberger and Ennis C. 
Whitehead, on February 20th, completed a successful non-stop flight from Miami, 
Fla., to France Field, Panama Canal Zone, a total distance of 1200 miles, the 
greatest part of which over water, in 11 hours and 25 minutes. The plane flom 
was a Ford Transport, powered with three Wright J-5, 300 horsepower, air-cooled 
engines. 

A total of 51 students (16 officers of the Regular Army, one officer from 
Colombia, South America, 33 Flying Cadets, and one Staff Sergeant, Air Corps) 
graduated from the Air Corps Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, San Antonio, 
Texas, on February 28th. . 

Entering the two Primary Flying Schools of the Air Corps at Brooks Field, 
Texas, and March Field, Calif., to begin training March lst, were 244 candidates, 
comprising 195 civilians, 44 enlisted men, Air Corps, and five enlisted men of 
other branches of the service. 
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A total of 95 students, comrising 14 officers of the Regular Army and 8] 
Flying Cadets, graduated from the Advanced Flyinz School, Kelly Field, Texas, 
on February 27th. All but ten of the graduating Cadets accented extended actire | 
duty tours under their Reserve Commissions with Air Corns tactical units. 5 

Members of the 113th Observation Squadron, Indiana National Guard Air Ser. | 
vice, in cooperation with the American National Red Cross, »erformed coumendable | 
work in patrolling the flood-stricken area along the Wabash River from 
Vincennes, Indiana, to the mouth of the river. The flood was caused by inter- 
mittent freezing and thawing of this river. Numerous »atrol flights were made, 
marooned persons located, relief parties directed to them, and food, medicine, 
clothing and other necessities dropned by the airmen to »ersons in need thereof, | 

During ae photogravhic »roject in the Northwest, Captain Albert W. Stevens, | 
piloted by Lieut. John D. Corkille, made a remarkable long-range »hotogranh of 
distant mouutain peaks. While flying some 20,000 feet above Crater Lake, 

Oregon, a »hotograzh was taken which broke all previous records in long-range 
photogranhy. The finished -hotogrash showed the various mountain peaks very ; 
distinctly, including Mt. Rainier, 270 miles distant from the s,0t over which | 
the plane was flying. 

, Cantain Albert W. Stevens, Air Coros, was designated by the War Devartment 
to receive the 1929 award of the. Mackay Trophy in recognition of several notable | 
flights, including high altitude, lonzrange aerial »hotograyhic and night “rhoto-F 
graphic flights. : 

Returning from the Air Corns Exercises, conducted et Mather Field, Sacra- ~— 
mento, Calif., the 2nd Bombardment Group of the Air Corss, stationed at Langley — 
Field, Va., flying in formation, éplipesd its previous record for the transcon- 
tinental journey to the Pacific Coast to the extent of 13 hours, returning to 
its home station in 28 ,hours and ‘20 minutes. 

Flying ina "Fleetster" low-wing mono»lane, Major-General. James H. Fechet, 
Chief of the Air Coros, »iloted by Cartain Ira C, Ealzer, of. Bolling Field. 5... 
after. flyin: to the Yest Coast to attend the Air Corss ‘Exercises at Mather Field, 
Sacramerito, Calif., visited.a number of Air Cor s activities on the Pacific Coast! 
‘rior to returning to Washington. The entire distance traveled on this trip to f 
the Coast and return, which totalled 7905 riiles, consumed 58 hours and 25 minutes) 
flying time, malting the averaze sveed for the rhole trip 145 miles ‘er hour. The | 
fastest time made on the entire trip was from Fargo, N. D. to Washington, D.C., | 
via Chicago and Dayton, the distance of 1300 miles being covered in 7 hours and 
20 minutes, or at an average sveed of almost 180 miles per hour. 

Air Corps Bands were estazlished and stationed with organizations, as : 
follows: the Air Corss Technical School, Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11.; the Third | 
Attack Group at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas; the 6th Comoosite Groun at 
France Field, Panama Canal Zone; end the Air Coros Training Center at Kelly 
Field, San Antonio, Texas. | 4 

; The June graduating cless of this Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas,| 
numbered 95 students, comorising 16 officers of the Recular Army, one foreign q 
officer, 77 Flying Cadets and one Air Corps Steff Sergeant. 

‘Eleven officers graduated from the Air Coros Engineering School at Wright 
Field, Ohio, on June 30th. All. tt twe of thc graduates were assigned to duty 
in the various branches of the Materiel Division. ‘ 

- The Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, arieniced a course in E 
Instrument or "Elind" Flying, to be hereafter given to students attending that | 
school. During the »neriod June 15th to 25th, instructions in that course were 
given to the 40 flying instructors on duty at the school. 

Of the 235 Cadets graduating from the United States Military Academy, West [| 
Point, N.Y., on June 12th, 86 were detailed to the Army Air Corns for flying J 
training, and were assigned to the class commencing October 15th. ; 

Flying in formation, the 3rd Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, 
successfully comleted a Dawn to Dusk Flight to Chicago, I11l., in order to 
participate in the Military Tournament and Exosition held at Soldiers Field 
the latter part of June. 

The Depvartment of Photogrex,hy of the Air Corss. Technical School, Chanute 
Field, Ill., made tri-lens »hotograxhs of apzroximately 100 square miles of - 
quadrangles in the State of Illinois for the U.S. Geological Survey. 

The double "Jinx" - Friday, the 13th - Seowed no terrors for Air Corps offi-f 
cers in and near Washington, for some fifty of them gathered at a dinner on 
Friday, June 13th, to do honor to Brigadier-General William E. Gillmore, Assistan') 
Chief of the Air Corns, on the eve of his retire:ent from active service. : 
a , ‘Y-6103, A.C. 
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active | Students attending the communiocatic.s course at -the. Air Corps Technical 
i School at Chamite Field, Rantoul, T11., s«rticipated in a rather unique form 

> Ser- | of graduation exercises. It transvired shat on graduation day they vere on. 

ndable | detached service at Chicago, I11., in connection with the Military Exposition 

, : and Tournament. Arrangements were made with Radio Station WIS, Chicago, to 

ter- | conduct the graduation exercises via Redio dwring the afternoon performance 

made, | of the war show. Telegrams from the Comaendant and Assistant Commandant of 

‘ine, : the Technical School, which were read over the micronuone of the broadcasting 

ereof, | station, were received and acknowleagea by the students of the Commnications 

vens, — Course while flying in the vicinity of Soldiers Field. Each of the graduates 

h of : was called upon by the studio announcer for remarks vertaining to the course 

of instruction. ‘The students, one by one, resvonded quickly, and finally two 
nge of the radio nerformers in the studio of Station WLS sang "Congratulations," 

ry b thus concluding what probably proved the first time graduation exercises of 

ich | any character were ever conducted entirely via radio. 

) J During the refueling endurance flight at Chicago of the Hunter Brothers, 
tment : a radio~equipved airplane from the Air Corps Technical Schcol, Chamte Field, 
table : Rantoul, Ill.,.was flowm to the scene of the flight in order that a microphone 
2hoto- | ‘and headset may be droy»ed into the endurance plané to enable theflyers to 

broadcast their exneriences over the Columbia Broadcasting Chain. The Hunter 

-Ta- GF Brothers.talked via tele hone to the Army plane, and the operator therein trans- 

iwley Ff mitted their telk by radio to the ground station at the Sky Haroor airport, 

scon- from which so0int the talk was releyed again by toeleprone to the broadcasting 

to : station of WREM, Chicago, and from there simultaneously broadcasted to all 

, radio stations throughout the United States affiliated with the Columbia 

thet, | radio network. 

D.C., Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., was reopened to serve as a temporary 

Field, / station for several new units of the Air Cords, reconstituted under the provi- 

; Coast) sions of the Five~Year.Air Corms Exzansion Program, Units reconstituted at 

2 to : Mather Field and to.be stationed there »nending the. comletion of quarters at the 

inutes| stations they are to be regularly assimmed were Headquarters <Oth Pursuit Group, 

» The | 80th Service Squadron, 77th.ana 55th Pursuit Scuadrons,. ; 

C., § A total of 236 civilian and enlisted cendidates were selected by the Chief 

and f of the Air Corps to undergo flying treining at the tvo Primary Flying Schools 

: of the Air Corps at March and Brooks Fields, with the class’ commencing instruc- 
tion July lst. 

Third | Three officers from the Materiel Division. of the Air Corns, Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, Major 4.H. Gilkeson and Lieut. Donald 1. Bruner in an 0-22 »lane, 
and Lieut. H.P. Rush in an Oc-H vlene, started for Wesnington in the afternoon, 

arrived at Bolling Field, D.C., without. incident, started on their return 

Texas, | Light to Dayton at 10:00 p.m. that night, and lauded at Wright Wield at 2:10 

sn 5 o'clock in the moruing. The airmen vere gaided solely by the equizment in their 

| planes, there being no lighted airways frou Washington to Dayton until Columbis, 
ht CF Ohio, is reached. 

ity &§ Lieuts..A.T, Johnson, 3.4. Warburton and A.A. Straubel, renvresenting the 

4 First Pursuit Grow», Selfridge Field, Mich., won the first three »laces in the 

1 annual Aerial Gunnery and Bombing Matches held at Langley Field, Va., the 

at q pilots being credited with scores of 807, 747 and 725, res vectively. 

re Photographic wersonnel stationed at Frence Field, Panama Canal Zone, com- 

: pleted an eight-day shotograhic mission to tne Remblic of Costa Rica, for the 
lest § purpose of obtaining aerial whotograzhs for that country of the »ro.osed route 
of the Pan-American Highway. 

: A composite Pursuit Sqiadz-on of the First Pursuit Group from Selfridge 

Kas, | Field, Mich., under the comand of Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Air Corns, attended the 


American Lesion Convention in soston, Mass., dvring the latter vart of Sentember. 
4 and staged several aerial dervonstretions for the benefitiof the Legionnaires. 
Three enlisted men, stationed at Mitchel Field, Long Island, W.Y., made a 

e successful demonstration of »arachute juming from turee »olenes flying in forma- 

tion. When the three shins reached an altitude of 2,000 feet, the »rerachutist 

on each shin, at a signal from the leading shin, jummed into space. ‘They 


offi- dropped a distance of more than 100 feet before willing the rivcords of their 
'cmtes, thus clearins the formation by a safe margin. The parachutes opened 
istan! promptly and the soldiers floated safely to the ground. 
Army airmen stationed at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., 
. cooperated with the U.S. Navy in combined imeneuvers in the vicinity of 


San Francisco, Celif. 
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August lst saw the assignment of Brigadier—General Henry C. Pratt as the 
new Chief of the Materiel Division at Wri ht: Field,. Dayton, Ohio. 

Army airplanes participated in the National Air Races at Chicago the 
latter »art of August, but only to the extent of demonstrating to the s»vectators 
the flying qualities of the latest service tyne air»lanes now in use by the 
Army Air Corps. Pursuit planes from Seifridge Field, Mich.; Bombardment »lanes 
from Langley Field, Va., and Observation »lanes from Wright Field, Ohio, »er- 
formed various maneuvers in formation and otherwise, and the consensus of ovin- 
ion of many who attended the Races was that the Army airmen added considerably 
to the success of this big annual aviation s»vectacle. 

Graduating from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, on October 
llth were 85 students, comrising 42 commissioned officers and 43 Flying Cadets, 
Among the commissioned graduates were 35 members of the West Point graduating 
class of June, 1929. 

The 36th Pursuit Squadron was organized at Selfridge Field, Mich., on ® 
October lst, and nlaced under the command of Lieut. M.L. Hlliott, Air Cors. : 

The 67th Service Squadron, Air Corss, was reconstituted and organized at ‘ 
Kelly Field, Texas, on October lst and placed under the command of Lieut. Max 
F. Schneider. 

The 94th Pursuit Squadron, lst Pursuit Grou», Selfridge Field, Mich., com- 
prising nine P12 Pursuit planes, while narticivating in the dedication of a new 
airoort at Muskeegan, Mich., flew in formation the cistance of 195 miles back 
to their home station at an altitude of 25,000 feet. The nilots resorted to the 
use of oxygen after reaching 15,000 feet altitude. The supercharged "Was;"' 
engines with which the planes were »owered worked to perfection at the high 
altitudes and carried the little Pursuit planes baclz home in an hour and 
15 minutes. z 

During the latter vart of October, three giant "Condor" Bombers from : 
Rockwell Field, (#lif., loaded with an assortment of bombs, ranging from 300 to | 
2,000 pounds, participated in a bombing demonstration over the rocky hills in 
the vicinity of Fort Sill, Oklahoma, for the purnose of testing the effective- 
ness of present day armament equinment. Very interesting results were obtained. 
The bombs were drovped- from altitudes varying from 4,000 to 15,000 feet. 

A practical demonstration of the effectiveness of Attack planes im combat 
onerations against enemy air forces wes conducted in October at Cam Stanley, 
near San Antonio, Texas. Twenty obsolete airvlanes, no longer fit for service, 
were arranged on the ground to sirmlate a squadron airdrome in war time. Ten 
Attack planes from the Third Attack Group of the Air Coros at Fort Crockett ,: 
Galveston, Texas, bombed the worn out nlanes, and it was not long before a mass 
of wreckage was strewn over the area where a short time before was a collection 
of seemingly good airplanes. Small fragmentation bombs were used during the 
first two attacks at an altitude of 400 feet. Practically all the planes were 
damaged as a result of this attack, and three caught fire. An attack was then 
made on the remaining planes with 100-0und demolition bombs, which resulted in 
their total annihilation. 

Colonel Edward V. Rickenbacker, premier American war-time flyer, on Novem- 
ber 6th, was presented by the President of the United States with the Congres- 
sional Medal ar Honor in recognition of his extraordinary achievements in the 
late war in combats against the enemy. Present at the ceremony were »rominent 
officials of the War Denartment, also Colonel Rickenbacker's comrades who were 
members of the 94th Squadron when he commanded it, and present members of the 
94th Pursuit Squadron who flew to Washington from Selfridge Field for this 
occasion, 

The Mason M. Patrick Tronhy Race, limited to members of the Third Attack 
Group of the Air Corps, was held at Galveston, Texas, on November 22nd. A total 
of 19 pilots participated in this race, which was won by Lieut. C.L. Westley, who [ 
averaged a speed of 149.2 miles per hour over the 60-mile triangular course. 

Lieut. Louis A. Vaupre was the winner of the Mitchell Trophy Race, held at 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., on November 22nd, before an estimated crowd 
of about 20,000 »eonvle. Prior to the race, a flying exhibition was staged at 
the, field, which furnished many thrills for the ssectators. There were a total 

of eatries in the race. Lieut. Vaunre's average sveed was 146.7 miles per hour. 
---000--— 

The 50th Observation Squadron was organized at Luke Field, T.H., on Nov.lst. 
A new building, containing the kitchen, mess hall, and orderly room, was occu- 
pied the first day, and about 20 mts were built around it, forming a very 
pleasant squadron area facing the harbor. 

-6- V~6103, A.C. 
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MAJOR OCKEE. REWARDED FOR an FLYING TRAINING DEVICE Y 


eeinsiniebichon in the form of a check from the Government for $1,000 for the 
valuable service he rendered aviation in general, and the Air Coros in particu- 
lar, by the invention of his blind flying training device, was received by Major 
William C. Ocker, of Kelly Field, Texas. Payment. of the money to Major Ocker 
was authorized by a svecial Act of Congress for the assisnment.of patent rights 
jin the device to the Government. 

Major Oclzer was one of the first flyers. to sceadhtea. the fallibality of the 
human senses as a true barometer of the actions of.an-airvlane in flight when 
the vision was cut off by fog or other weather conditions. : 

To convince pilots. that their "feel of the ship" was largely a myth, he 
designed a small box with bank and turn indicators and other instruments for 
use in connection with a revolving chair. -This training device »oroved without 
doubt that man-made instruments are more reliable:than the hvman mechanism in 
flight. By rotating a »ilot in the chair, with: outside vision cut off and only 
the flying instruments in view, Major Ocker.was able to »rove that a flyer may 
get the illusion that he is turning in one direction while his instruments in- 
dicate he is turning the other. 

Realization of this fact had mich to do i. “yroducings the exrerimentation 
that has already resulted in the inclusion of.a blind flying course.in the cur- 
riculum of the Air Corns Training Center and the ado»tion of asinine flying 
instruction by commercial firiis. 

Major Ocker is said to be the first pene or fficer to receive.a monetary. re- 
ward fer a patent assigned to the Government. Inventions patented by members 
ei the military service become the »ronerty of the government. without purchase, 
but Congress by a-secial Act. voted to vay Major Ocker $1,000 to remunerate him 
in part for the time and money ex ended in verfecting his training device. 

Cloudy weather which hes interfered with resular flying instruction at the 
Air Corps Training Center hes brought startling develo-ments. in the »ractice of 
fog or instrument flying at Kelly Field. ‘The instrwmeats have been found so. 
reliable that Pursuit formations, led by Cantain John K. Cannon, have been 
eqpeenering in clouds with the two rear-shins hugging the edges of the leader's 
wings to keex from getting lost. In a plane equipyed with blind flying instru- 
ments, indluding an artificial horizon end a gyroscopic compass, Captain Cannon 
has found that accurate flyins can be done in. the densest fog or clouds. .0n. 
his first formation flizhts he was accompanied by two instructors, but some of 
his later flights were. made with cadets piloting. the other two shi>s. 

; ; ee O00 


FIRE DESTROYS BACEBLOR NONCOM. QUARTERS AT FT. CROCKETT 


The bachelor noncormissioned officers barracks at Fort Crockett, waditen. 
Texas, which are located between.the Air Cords Supply building and the 13th 
Squadron barracks, were cutted by a fire of undetermined origin 6n the evening 
of December 23rd. Shortly after the alarm had been given, there was a large 
crowd assembled. Crews of men were set to work in fighting the fire while other. 
carried bunks, foot-lockers and other articles of value. to safety. The fire 
which was on the second floor of the wooden building ayoeared to be beyond con- 
trol at one time and a call was sent to the city fire department. Before they 
arrived, however, the soldier firemen had the. conflagration »retty well under 
control. 

Shortly after. the. civilian fire-eaters Zot into action, the fire was de- 
clared out and the crowd disnersed. Three noncoumissioned officers lost all 
they had, with the exw tion of a few valuable papers they were able to snatch 
from the flames. As yes, no estimate has been placed on the property destroyed. 

» me O00 


From the San Antonio Military Review of January 2, 1931, on page 4, column : 
to be exact, we learn thet Private BTACINUUNU NUNUNUNU is a member of the 46th,a’ 
Brooks Field. He has just comsleted his K.P. initiation and is re orted as 
having been detailed to duty'on the line. 

Says the Line Chief: "What's the matter with you, NUNUNUTU,you looktorn out. 

NUNUNUNU - "The gang have been kidding me about my Christian name." 

Line Chief: "What is your Christian name?" - 

NUNUNUNU: "I don't know; I'm a Mohammedan." 

Line Chief to Engr. Officer: "Sir, that fellow NUNUNUNU is up to his old 
tricks again," 

—T Ve6103, A.C. 









REVIEW OF MATERIEL DIVISION ACTIVITIES FOR 1930 
By Brigadier General H. C. Pratt 
Chief, Materiel Division, Air Corns 


The past year, which in many organizations has been one of stern retrench- 
ment under existing depressed economic conditions, has seen at Wright Field 
the steady progress necessary for the efficient carrying on of government 
functions, which in good times or bad must continue to overate successfully 
for the >reservation of »ublic welfare. 

In accordance with the volicy of military organizations, various changes 
of »ersonnel have occurred, imortant instances being the succession of 
Brigadier-General H.C. Pratt as Chief of Materiel Division to Brigadier 
General B.D. Foulois; of Major H.H. Arnold as Executive to Major Jacob E.. 
Fickel; of Captain A.E. Jones as Assistant Executive to Cantain J.G.Whitesides; 
and the anpointment of Captain Whitesides as Adjutant. Ca»tain Grandison 
Gardner replaced Cantain E.R. Sorenson as Assistant Commandant in charge of 
the Ingineering School, in which 16 officer-students enrolled on July 1,1930. 
This is the largest class the school has accommodated since its inauguration 
at Wright Field, and the graduation on July lst aun will be the ninth since 
the school was opened at McCook Field, 

Wright Field is the headquarters for the Materiel Division, which in- 
cludes under its jurisdiction six air devots, consisting of Fairfield, Ohio; 
Little Rock, Arkansas; Middletown, Penna.; Rockwell Field, Calif.; Scott 
Field, Ill., and San Antonio, Texas; also six »rocurement vlanning offices,. 
located in New York City, Buffalo, Chicago, Detroit, San Francisco and 
Cleveland (the office in the last named city is administered by the Materiel 
Division in Dayton); and three »rocurement inspection districts - Eastern, 
Central and Western. The Air Depots are. concerned mainly with the supply, 
maintenance and repair of airplanes, engines and equipment operating within 
their areas. At Fairfield during 1930, for instance, 6021 tons of material 
were received and shipped. There are 400 airplanes in this area to be 
maintained. A total of 168 airplanes and 511.engines were overhauled at 
this Depot during the year. On duty at this Air Corps activity are twelve 
officers and 445 civilians. 

At Wright Field, where the exnerimental engineering, procurement and ex- 
ecutive functions of the Materiel Division are administered, 97 officers and 
1077 civilians are emoloyed. The year has seen steady progress toward the 
completion of the building and construction vrogram. A night lighting system, 
making a »icturesque setting for the flying field, has been installed. Con- 
crete runways and anrons have been laid around the hangars. Additional bays 
have been added to the radio, foundry, wood shop, and wind tunnel laborato- 
ries, and the construction of permanent roofs and walls for many of the build- 
ings of former temporary structure is virtually completed. A concrete reser- 
voir for water supply now stands on the hill, and a tank for a necessary Soft 
Water cooling system for engine testing and torque stands has been placed 
next to the Dynamometer Laboratory. A temporary engine »ropeller test stand 
and a permanent boiler house have been built. Sheds for the parking of 
employees! automobiles have also been added. Altogether the year has done 
much to give the Field the amearance of having arrived at a stage of com- 
fortable usability lacking in the earlier stages of its develovment. 

Exxerimental Program 

ficers, civilian employees, and building »rograms are but adjuncts, 
however, to the central Air Corys surnose, which is to vlace the United States 
foremost among the air organizations of the world. In the carrying out of 
this military aviation develo»ment, the most expert air engineering talent 
available is constantly engaged. Intensive research and test work are involv- 
ed in this program and a direct contact with the foremost re»vresentatives of 
the aircraft industry. 

It has been the experience of the Air Corps that while inventions may 
have their place in the »rogress of any art or science, sound achievement has 
been the result of gradual development , and while the Materiel Division has 
contributed its share of patentable inventions to the industry, its main ef- 
fort is devoted to improving, refining, removing objectionable features and 
keeping pace with the increasing demands of the service. Since 1927, when 
the boom in commercial aviation started, aircraft manufacturers have been en- 
grossed mainly with commercial development. This has brought about certain 
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refinements of airplane. structure that can be adaoted to. the military airplane, 


mt it. has not fostered the develonment -of the strictly military airnlane 
power plant in which high pover is the primary requirement. During 1930,owing 
to tke decreased volume of business, commercial contractors turned again to- 
the government as & m2in source of business suyply, so that the nation's aero- 
nautical engineering talent is more fully at the Government's dis»osal than at 
any time during the past three yvcears. There are a number of interesting new 
military airslanes. These airglanes show a definite trend toward all-metal 
construction. The metal monocoque fuselage has distinct advantages over the 
present standari type of structure which consists of a fabric-covered steel 
fuselage, the wings being of wood or metal with fabric covering. Metal con- 
struction offers a saving in weight, an improvement in streamlining, and con- 
sequentiy an increase in speed. Txere are now being »roduced all-metal mono- 
nlanes for attack, bombardment, vursuit and observation airplanes. While 

both bivlanes and’ ‘monoplanes have anpeared during 1930, there has been a 
strong Leaning toward the mono»nlane construction. 

Those who are familiar with the Air Corps designations of peeaditeient. 
observation, pursuit, transport, vrimary and basic training types of airplanes, 
will be interested to learn that several new types have anpeared during the 
year. These are the photogravhic and attack airplanes, which were formerly in 
the observation group but have been divided off into individual types, and 
three new models grouped under the transport type, eneniede the cargo, ambulance 
and workshop »vlanes. 

Although observation a will continue to carry photographic equip- 
ment when so detailed in time of war, there is a definite need for an airplane 
esvecially ada»ted for xhotogranhic uses and which.in time of war would have no 
particular military value except that. it could be converted to a light trans- 
port »lane. 

The attack planes also show marked dtemmaeton from the ili military 
observation tyves. And the breech continues to widen vith the development of 
the former. The new models are low-wing monoplanes with monocoque fuselages, . 
racing type wings, making »ossible increases in syeed over the present models 
of about 50 miles per hour. 

A new exnerimental observation plane »rovides for the seating of a crew 


of three in tandem. Eesides the tri-motor transnorts now standard, a number 
of single-engine trans»orts are being tested for use as tenders to pursuit 


airplanes, carrying crews and minor yarts while heavier ones will carry engines 
and other bulky equi>ment as vell as personnel. 

Several of the new experimental airplanes »roduced this year have incor o- 
rated the "Gull type" wing - so named for a suggested similarity in shane to 
the wing of a gull. The depressed center section of this wing allows very 
good vision for the nilot. Aerodynamic disadvantages, however, may outweigh 
the vision advantages, and this can only be determined by thorough testing. 
Another wing of peculiar interest is an internally braced, metal, shell-type 
one with a snan of 55 feet and exceedingly light in weight. Recently tested 
at the Materiel Division, surprising results were obtained, in that the load 
it proved capable of carrying was ayoroximately double that which had been 
anticipated in its designing. 

Retractable landing gears, tried out at McCook Field in 1923 and embodied 
in the Verville Racer, reapneared in several types of airplanes in 1930, but 
with greatly improved engineering features. ' 

Provellers: During 1920, aoproximately 70 whirl tests were run on pro- 





. pellers, hollowsteel bladed ones being among them. Controllable pitch pro- 


pellers have been flown in service test with satisfactory results. Tail wheels 
(full swivel) form part of all standard equipment. Cowling and streamlining 
have increased speed considerably. The use of brakes has been extended to all 
types of airplanes, including the training types. 

Power plants: The greatest emphasis’ for the military airplane has been 
placed unon increased syeed. To-obtain this it was necessary to have engines 





of greater power and efficiency. The trend has. been to increase the power 


output of engines of the present niston dis»lacement by develoning the maximum 
horsepower possible from each cylinder. This-:has been done increase of revolu- 


_ tions per minute, gearing, suvercharging, increase of compression ratio, and 


improved cylinder design. An increase of from 10 to 20 nercent in horsenower 


, for engines with standard cylinder bores has been achieved during 1930 as a 
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Further improvement, it was realized, could be obtained with imoroved fuels, 
and great effort has been expended toward ‘this end... The knock which is so 
troublesome to automobile drivers, when pean. aida in aircraft engines, soon 
proves absolutely destructive. Hence the aim was to obtain a gasoline which 
could be run in these high noweved engines without knocking. A new gasoline 
specification was written for obtaining this improved »roduct, and since it is 
generally admitted that the Air Corps creates the standard for domestic avia- 
tion gasoline, it is believed a higher grade ‘oroduct for all aviation use has 
been the result of the year's work. 

We are all familiar with the radial air-cooled type of engine with which 
Colonel Lindbergh flew +> Paris and which has been the popular aviation engine 
ever since. For commercial aviation purnoses it has »roved suitable and reli- 
able, and during the »ast three years it has been difficult to interest manu- 
facturers and designers in any other tyoe. The Air Corns, however, has never 
abandoned the liquid-cooled engine for high powers and speeds. Nor have the 
military organizations of France and Great Britain, and when in the Schneider 
Cup Race in the fall of 1929 a British pilot accomplished 357 miles per hour 
in a raving plane equinped with a Rolls-Royce engine of 1950 horsepower, the 
point of the military organizations was well proved. This was not a speed that 
could be held for reguiar service airplanes, of course, but was enlightening 
from the point of view of what could be accomplished. Decreased head resis- 
tance and more efficient cowling are possible with the liquid-cooled types, and 
when ethylene-glycol is used, a smaller radiator is »ossible, along with smaller 
volume of liquid and a consequent saving in weight. 

The Air Corps was the first service in the world to adopt the use of 
ethylene glycol as a cooling medium for engines, and it has been thoroughly 
service tested during the year in flight. Develooment for the strictly mili- 
tary type of airplane, therefore, has been with the liquid-cooled engine. The 
air-cooled engine with the refinements of installation evolved during the past 
two years contimves as the standard training and transport engine. 

Aircraft Equinment: Great interest was aroused last year when the 
Guggenheim Foundation borrowed Lieut. James E. Doolittle from the Air Corps and 
undertook a program of development of instruments that would enable a pilot to 
fly "blind," which condition so often wroves unavoidable in fog or adverse 
weather, The Air Corgs has continved this develo nment under Lieut. Albert F. 
Hegenberger, making it one of the major instrument activities. Many tests have 
been run during the year on an "artificial horizon" instrument, similar to that 
used by Lieut. Doolittle, but with inmmroved features. This instrument automat- 
ically informs the »ilot of the location of the trve horizontal flying position 
in resvect to the ground. The method of indication employed with this instru- 
ment is very natural, a horizon bar a»pearing to move up and down as the nose 
of the plane is lowered and raised respectively. As the plane is banked to 
right and left, resvectively, the horizon bar annears to rotate in counter 
clockwise and clockwise movements. 

A directional gyroscope, another immortant blind flying instrument, indi- 
cates the exact magnitvde of turn in degrees for short periods of time. LExperi- 
ments have been in progress on various types of highly sensitive altimeters, so 
sensitive as to indicate the height of the »lane even within ten feet of the 
ground, and several types show decided »romise. This instrument is essential 
for use in fog blankets which extend to the very ground. 

Oxygen equipment, compasses, thermometers, flight indicators and the engine 
instruments have also undergone improvement. ue 

Aerial Photography; Work has been carried on to make possible the taking 
of night photograszhs at greater altitudes than ever before achieved, which in 
connection with quick-work development of »rints would be of inestimable value 
in time of war. The developing of pictures while still in flight has been 
shortened to eight minutes from the time of exposure to the finishing of the 
print. A small hand-held camera has been developed for obtaining "spot shots" 
in enemy territory at altituaes varying from 1,000 to 5,000 feet. 

Aircraft Radio: As aircraft radio. has become more specialized, the work 











has been divided into three distinct types of commnication. These are: 

Liaison Communication (communication between aircraft in flight and units on the 
ground), Command Communication (communication between air units, or within an 
air unit in flight), and Aids to Navigation, which enables a pilot to obtain 
weather information, course ranges, and various other navigational data directly 
rather than through an operator, 
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The story of aircraft radio shielding is one of great interest and achieve- 
ment. Anyone who has a radio in his home mows the static resulting from the 
slightest electrical interference. Some idea of the problem involved in elimin- 
ating interference in the narrow confines of an airzlane with a high »owered 
motor and generators may be. surmised. While this work has been in >rogress for 
several years, the past year has been one of distinct advancement, and most 
satisfactory shielding results have been obtained. Radio sets have also been 
reduced in size and weisht, and improvements effected therein have made for 
greater reliability and simplicity of o»veration. 

Electrical Equizyment: Eatteries, wiring insteliations, volt meters, amme- 
ters, switches have undergone improvement. An electric tachometer has been an- 
proved which, without any mechanical but only an eloctrican connection, permits 
a pilot to read before him the sveed of an engine set at a distance from the 
cockpit, as in multi-enzined types of airplanes. 

Many residents of Dayton will remember Major Schroeder's record altitude 
flight and how his eyes suffered serious injury from freezing because he was 
forced to lift his goggles for an instant which had become so frosted that he 
could not see. Electrically heated goggles are now ready for »vroduction which 
will not frost or fog over in the extremely low temperatures of altitude flying. 

New light weight landing lights have been designed. Flush type marker 
lights have appeared which are visible in rather bad weather from 4,000 feet. 

A portable gasoline engine generator set which can be handled by two men 
and transported by air permits the operating of lighting apparatus, external 
energizers, etc., from a temporary airdrome. 

A completely modernized electrical system, which enables Pursuit airplanes 
to overate with a direct cranking electric starter, battery ignition, etc., at 
at less weight than with the present hand starter is, perhaps, the most out- 
standing electrical feature of the year. 

Miscellaneous Equinment;: Safety belts, cocispit heaters for altitude 
flights, engine heaters, tool kits, wrecking and fire trucks, have undergone 
steady improvement. Tests have been continued on a 5,000-sq. ft. parachute 
for lowering an airnlane to the ground. The Flight Tutor, an anparatus to be 
used for preliminary flight training, consisting of an airvlane fuselage 
equipped with proveller and full airnlane controls, and mounted in a frame 
18 feet high, has operated with complete satisfaction under service tests. 

An important feature of the year's work, not heretofore touched u on, has 
been the attempt at standardization between the Army and Navy of all parts and 
equipment used by both services, leading to greater efficiency of production 
and reduction in exvenses. 

Besides the work of actual development, the scone of which has been but 
partly. touched upon in this article, the work of such sections as the Procure- 
ment, Industrial War Plans, Legal, Maintenance, and Administration, cover a. 
wide range of activities which more indirectly lead to the advancement of 
aircraft. 

Concentrated as the work oz the Materiel Division has been during 1930, 
mach remains to be done in 1931, the scope for development and refinement 
ever widening with inrorovement of the science, and its definite accentance as 
one of the most important defense adjuncts of the Nation. 

-~~-000--— 








VALUE OF THE RAND-McNALLY MAPS 


Heads up, all ye good cross-country flyers, ye "cracking" good pilots of 
the Air Corps! The cross-country envelope, in case you don't know it, contains 
among other things, a Rand-McNelly of the entire United States, railroads and 
open switches all included. It's a sood stunt to extract said map and tuck it 
away in a handy place in your coclkpit before starting the good old 2500-mile 
jaunt from here to there. 

"Imagine my embarrassment," stated one pilot who held himself up as a 
horrible example, "when I got off the strip may I held in hand and didn't know 
on what side of the strip I was on, and then found that I couldn't reach back 
ten feet from where I was sitting and open the baggage compartment to extract 
my map of the United States. Seeing the word 'Cartersville' on a building roof 
didn't mean a thing to me. I didn't even imow in whet State it was. 

"Yes, the people laughed when they saw me circle the town; but they were 
astonished when I landed, climbed out, and immediately dove for the cross-country 
envelope in the baggage commartment and extract therefrom one Rand~McNally with 
railroads and open switches included.' 
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CLOUD TRAVEL:RS, CAVAO2YMEN AND CATERPILLARS y 


Ordinarily, it does not fall to the lot of-the average Army flyer to be 
listed in all three of the categories mentioned in the above heading; neverthe-. 
less, it is a fect, gentlemen. 

fort Riley, Kansas, es everyone !mows, is en old Cavalry »ost — the 
Cavalry stronghold, one may add. ‘The Cavalry School is cne of the most imor- 
tant activities there. sone fev years aro, the War Devartment decided to sta- 
tion an Air Corps vnit ai Fort hiitey and, as a result, Marshall Field was es- 
tablished at that ncst. This fiold was nemed in memory of the late Colonel 
F. C. Marshall, Cavairy, who unfurvanately lost his life in an airplane crash. 
At the present time, Marshall Field is the station of the léth Observation 
Group, Air Corps. 

As the old saying goes,—- "When in Rome, eat Roman candles." Coming in 
contact with so many Cavalry ofiricers in one »lace, it is but naturnl that the 
Air Corps officers should become interested in horses and, conversely, the 
Cavalrymen in the airmen's stock in trade. As a result of this intimacy 
between Cavalrymen end Airmen, many of the a have been taken for rides 
in the air, and a considerable mumber of the latter have been disnorting them- 
selves on the backs of the noble steeds which are the vride of the Army's 
mounted trooners. Hoth founu each other's mode of trans ortation interesting 
as well as exciting. 

It is learned from the News Letter Corres»ondent from Marshall Field that 
in a Horse Show recently held at Fort Riley, nearly all of the Air Corns offi- 
cers stationed at Marshall Field entered this Show; that the lowest score made 
was 95%; that 2nd Lieut. Lester E. Wazner carried off first olace with a score 
just one point shy of being "nerfect," while 2nd Lieuts. Robert S. Butler and 
Louis E. Massie »vlaced 3rd and 4th. Incicentally, it may be mentioned that 
Lieuts. Wagner and Butler are Reserve Officers on extended active duty with 
the Air Corps. All of which is "zoing some" for flyers who are not sw 0sed 
to be any great "shakes" as horsemen. It is just too bad that another Air 
Corps officer did not qualify in the select class, as that vould have added 
another feather, or something of thet sort, in the can of the flying service 
of the Army - that of being able to point vith »ride to "The Four Horsemen of 
the Air Corps." 

As if the achievement of an honored »lace idtinaet the varticinants in the 
Horse Show was not enough, Lieut. Massie took a graceful initiation into the 
mythical Caterzsillar Club. He and his »assenger, Private Iuddington, became 
full members of the Club when a plane florm by Lieut. Butler, one of the 
Three Horsemen mentioned above, crashed into them and cut the tail surfaces 
of their ship entirely off. The two men in the disabled airnlane took French 
leave of it at about 2,000 feet and brought their ripcords along to show to 
their comrades as verification of their adventure. 

Even a Cater»xillar Club initiation did not faze Lieut. Massie, and 
several days later he proceeded to immitate a very popular member of a royal 
family in Europe. During a run, his horse stumbled and fell. Lieut. Massie, 
due to the lov altitude he was traveling at the time, was unable to resort 
to his »varachute. His mount had no regard whatever for one of Lieut. Massie's 
two nerfectly sound legs, and landed »lwmp on ton of it. For several days 
thereafter the adventurous Lieutenant was under the weather mursing a severely 
wrenched "pin," 

---000-—— 


TERRIBLE CONDITIONS 


Iv what Napoleon said is true - that an Army travels on its stomach - then 
the soldiers of the Air Cor»s at Mather Field, Sacramento, California, can do 
some traveling. 

Tith the pore of grapes down so far that many vineyard owners near the 
field are not othering to harvest their crons, the Mess Sergeants of the 
several Squadrons merely gallon, via trusty flivver, to where some obliging 
farmer allows them to load upd a basket, sans cost, of lucious fruit and gallon 
back to the mess hall, where hungry and discriminating mouths are waiting. 

Nor is that all. Each morning a detail of K.P's, a bushel basket between 
them, go out on the flying field and there pick the imsarooms that have s >rout- 
ed overnicht. ‘The enlisted mechanics at Mather Field do not imow what a steak 
looks like unless they see. it smothered in the tasty, edible fungi. 

It's a hard life! : 
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPEY AT FORT STILL, OKLAHOMA 


There is no -yhoto section at Fort Sill, although, as the News Letter 
Corres»ondent -uts it, “from the standvoint of »hotographic work and available 
climatic conditions, this is an ideal location for a section." Proof of this 
statement, he goes on to saz, lies in the fact that 51 hours and 45 minutes 
were flown on ».hotographic missions here durin; the month of November. 

As a satisfactory substitute for a ~hoto section, the 838th Observation 
Squadron has a photo detadusent second to none. This detachment consists of 
seven men, five of wnuom are graduates of the Department of Photogra hy, Air 
Corps Technical School, and overates under the leadershiy of Lieut. Claire 
Stron. The equirment is the seme ag that of any ~hoto section, less a 3A 
camere, and Fairchild Fhotogrevhic air lune. ; ' 

Much of the Photogrexkic work is done for the Field Artillery School, and 
consists of Moseics and strin mosaics, controlled, and gridded for the firing 
of nroblems in liev of a man. Pinpoints and obliques of maneuvers and battery 
vositions are used as records of accom)lishment and for detecting flaws in 
maneuvering and camouflagéd. »usitions. During the month of November, a »hoto- 
grejphic record, consisting of both verticals and obliques, was made of a war 
stren;th Artillery Battalion, and from the time it started-out on the march 
until it went into nosition for firing. A mosaic of ‘the entire military 
reservation 16 miles long, and with an average width” of 8 miles, vas flown at 
an altitude of 15,000 feet, and is in the process of being laid to control and 
eridded. . 

A mumber of missions in quick work ~hotogravhy end night vhotosraxhy are 
— for the future. ‘There is a good onortunity here for research and 

xoerimentation for the scientifically inclined. 

In addition to the worl with the Field Artillery School six of the Scuad- 
ron ertheery are assigned to Lieut. Stroh at a time for tactical hotograsxhic 
training. They are trained in the flyin, of oblioue, »invoint, and mosaic 
missions. In order that these training missions may serve a dua wurjose, pin- 
~oints and oblimes of all airnorts and flying fields within a radius of 150 
miles of Fort Sill, are being taken. Mosaics have been florn of Oklahoma 
City, “ichita Falls, and various sections of the reservation. During this 
course of training, each officer will have florm from 25 to 30 hours as > ilot 
anc vhotogranher, and uwoon comletion of said training should be competent to 
perform any average »vhotogranhic mission required, ‘In order for the officers 
to understand the effect of tilt and poor flying, tay are required to lay 
these mosaics. 

During October, when the hard ee tests of bombs were higittaanial at 


“this station, the 8°th Piioto Detachment covered the tests both by ground and 


aerial pictures to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

In conclusion, the News Letter Corres xondeut states: "A fetr missions have 
been vlown when the ceiling was below 1,009 feet, {i was dvring a drizzling 
‘rain, cut we got »nictures. When the C.G., or his staff, say they want -ictures 
we don't say 'maybe,' but we deliver the goods." 

~--090--- 


FORT CROCKETT PIGSKIN WARAIORS: PLAY TWO THA.IS IN ONE GAME 


The Fort Crockett "Flyers" »layed a charity game recently at Galveston, 
Texas, with the Dr. Pepper and Little Hurricane elevens. The two civilian 


‘teams alternated with each other in laying the Flyers. The Little Hurricanes 


played the first and third quarters, while the Dr. Penvers played the second 
and fourth quarters. It was thoucht this arrangement would be unfair to the 
Flyers, who had won over the Penpers and lost to the Hurricanes. However, 
they walked right through the civilian teams, scorins a touchdown in each quar- 
ter. The final score saw the Golden Tide victorious to the tune of 25 to 0. 
Although the soldiers were really playing two teams, they were unaffected by 
the fresh material thrown azainst them and were able to gain on all of their 
plays. Tut Imlay and Ted Landon, both all-Americans, alternated in carrying 
the ball in the third cuarter, when an average of five yards was made on each 
play. This win over the two local civilian teams ~wlaces the Flyers in the same 
fix as Jimmy McLarin: We've beaten the best out hold no title for it. 
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SHOOTING STRAIGHT 
By Corporal Punishment 


"I was much interested," writes a Corres,ondent of the News Letter, "in a 
recent article in a leading magazine on time and split-second action, on the 
synchronization of timed movement so necessary to successful circus acrobats. ° 

"I wonder just how mich that apnlies to us Army pilots in our aerial 
gunnery practice or, to teke a more serious point of view, in aerial combat in 
time of war? 

"Why is it that ordinarily on ground targets better scores are made on 
the 180° turn a»proach than on straightaways or 90° apnroaches? It's timing 
and rythmic action that does it. On the straightaways there is no start of 
the unconscious beat of timo the »vilot should have properly to swing his nose 
down on the target and crack a run of bullets through the bulls-eye. ‘he 
pilot is continually flying toward the target; he merely dips his nose at the 
1400-foot back-line and dives for the target, yulling the trigger when his 
sights are on the target, usually just before the 400-foot ston line. 

"No timing, no start from zero, just a contimed movement toward the tar- 
get. This condition is somewhat the same with the 90° annroaches, except that 
there may be a slight break if the pilot forgets his target, -wlls up into a 
stall and kicks the plane over, kee»xing his mind off the target until he sees 
it traveling dorm his sights as he pulls un his nose. Where the synchronism 
comes in, however, is with the 180° anvroaches. I don't mean that synchroniza~ 
tion of the guns with the »roveller and engine, but that coordination of time 
and movement that telis a pilot he will get his sights on the tulls-eye just 
two seconds before he hits the 400-foot stop line, or that enables him to go 
through all the movenents, with faultless »recision, so that when his sights 
are on the target, they will be on the bulls-eye, his nlane just back of the 
stop line and flying for two seconds in unwavering flight toward the target. 
Above all, he will be in quite the mood to press the trigger on the control 
stick between his lmees. 

"The pilot flies over the tarset line slightly to one side of the target 
he is to fore upon. He crosses the 400-foot line and loses all sight of his 
target. Back in his head, however, he kmows it is there. It is the goal of 
his subsequent actions. Five seconds later, just before reaching the 1400- 
foot back line, his nose goes up, his throttle eased back. Up, up, until it 
is almost stalling; then a gentle kick on the rudder eases her over the hump 
and she starts on the rush downward. The unconscious beat of time has started. 

"The throttle goes forward; the motor picks up, and the slight waverings 
of the plane in its are are ironed out by the propeller's oull. The stop line 
flashes across the sights and the pilot's finger settles into the curved trig- 
ger control on the stick. ‘The engine is turning over at 1500, barely aiding 
gravity in its yull on the diving airplane. 

"A second later the sights hit the target. Up to this time the pilot has 
barely noticed the target, merely its position in relation to his line of 
flight. And nov, as an ante-climax to his whole maneuver, and at just the in- 
stant that it should the target becomes a reality. The sights travel up the 
target, from bottom to top, then settle baclx on the bulle-eye in resy:onse to 
an instinctive forvard pressure on the control stick. It is the gun sight, 
not the airolane, that the »nilot is flying down toward the target. 

"The sights are settling down on the black snot, The fingers on the 
control stick suddenly squeeze. For a vrief second a “facking’ trin~hanmer 
strikes the air. 

"Nine shots ~ nine hits. 

"The climax of perfect synchronism!" 

The above communication sounds so nice that a brief denouement seems ap- 
propriate to the occasion. Says an observant member of the target detail to 
his buddy: 

"Hey, lookit!" 

"Yeah? At what?" 

"No, I mean lookit. This here now guy in No. 36 ship. Boy, he sure 
slapoed tem right through the 520t. Only --" 

"Only what?" 

"Only it was on Number 2 target, and the dope I got was Number 36 was to 
shoot on lumber 5 target. He uusta counted from the wrong end. Oh, yeah, he 
was countin' from the wrong end when he made his a»nproach over the target 
line from behind the line, looking at it backwards, see! Boy, that's luck!" 

"Oh, yeah?" 
wlitin V-5103, A.C. 
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"You know it. ‘'Cause the lad also and previously shootin' on Mumber 2 
target was Lieut. Jones in Number 24 shin. When Lieut. Smith comes up to 
score the hits, you kee» your trap shut or I'll take a -—"' 

"I dicn't say anything." 

"Well, you better not. Well, anyvay, Jones gets a big score — his own 
and what was made by the -ilot in ifumber 36. Boy, he never had anything like 
that in his life. Touight I'11 phone in his score to him personal. I'11 also 
ask him for that three-day »ass I been honin' to get. from this detail. He 
always does act lenient when he's feelin! good." 

---000--— 


ARMY AND NAVY AGREE ON SPEERE> OF ACTIVITIZS OF THEIR AIR FORCES 


At a conference recently between the Chief of Naval Overations, Admiral 
Pratt, and the Chief of Staff of the Army, General Douglas MacArthur, an agree- 
ment of far-reaching importance was consummated governing the operations of the 
Arm, and Nevy Forces during peace. Basing their conclusions on those funda- 
mental principles of National Defense which should properly govern both ser- 
vices, the agreement reached leaves the Air Forces of each free to develop 
within well defined limits and cach with a separate and distinct mission. 

The Naval Air Force will be based on the fleet and move with it as an 
imoortant element in solving the primary missions confronting the fleet. The 
Army Air Forces will be land-based and employed as an essential element to the 
Army in the »erformance of its mission to defend the coasts both at home and 
in our overseas »ossessions, thus assuring the fleet absolute freedom of action 
without any resvonsibility for coast defense. 

U) to this time no satisfactory line of demarkation had been evolved, but 
the discussions have resulted in a clearer evaluation of the fundamental »yrin- 
ciples involved in the use of the air weaxon. ‘The vresent agreement is being 
heralded as the beginning of the closest cooveration that has ever existed 
between the two great branches of our National Defense. . It is, therefore, 
welcomea with acclaim br the nersonnel of both the Army and the Navy. 

---000-—— 


FLYING TIME BY THE 88th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


A total of anoroximately 7,000 flying hours was credited to the 88th 
Ovservation Squadron, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, during the past year. Leading in 
flying time was Lieut. J.H. Roe, with a meximum of avoroximately 375 hours. 
There was an even distribution of time amons the flying personnel assigned 
to the Squadron. 


~—=000-~= 
PRAISE FOR THE FIRST PURSUIT GROUP 


The year 1930 was a »eriod of much »rogress and activity at Selfridge 
Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., the home of the First Pursuit Group. Ilisted »er- 
sonnel are now adequately housed. Construction work was started on 36 new 
sets of officers’ quarters, and the tactical squadrons are rapidly receiving 
their quota of the latest tyne of mursuit flying equivment. 

On Saturday, December 13th, the First Pursuit Group, consisting of three 
squadrons of 18 nlanes each, and the Growp Commander and Staff in a Headquar- 
ters Element of three planes, met Rear Admiral Byrd, of South Pole fame, and 
escorted his plane from the outskirts of Detroit to the Municinal Airoort. On 
the following Monday, officers of the Grovp were uests at a rece ytion given 
by the City of Detroit. 

On Thursday, January lst, the First Pursuit Group assisted at the inaugu- 
ration of the new Governor of Michigan, the Honorable Wilbur M. Brucker, by 
flying a demonstration formation over the State Cavitol, Lansing, Michigan, 
during the ceremonies. The effectiveness of the demonstration may be judged 
by the following letter sent to Major George H. Brett, Commanding Officer of 
Selfridge Field, by Mr. Paul A. Martin, General Chairman of the Inaugural 
Comnittee: 

"My dear Major: 

In the »ast years I have witnessed meny aerial displays - both big and 

little. I have seen them on fields nearby and far distant - and fields of 
. ~15- V-5103, A.C. 











prominence and those not so prorinent - bat I want.to.say “to-you that~I have 
never seen an aerial disnlay which so impressed.me with its timeliness, its 
efficiency and its cozmlete cocrdination, as was that which you sut cn in . 
connection with yortinrrrwengrsagrs I want to exoress to you the avoreciation 
of the inaugural conmittee icr the a: ‘¢ which you end your men piayec and in 
doing so I am exoressing the aes ation, as well, of every man, woman and 
child who saw it, and the arpreciution also. of Governor Brucker in whose be-~ 
half it was staged. 
I am indeed sorry that you were not able to be present for the events 
that followed, but I can ayoreciate just why that was so. 
Will you kindly exoress to the members of your comaand the thanks due to 
them on the nart of the inaugural comnittee? 
If we can, at any time, be of service to you do not fail to communicate 
with us. 
With all good wishes, and kindest versonal regards, 
Very sincerely yours, 
Paul A. Martin." 
---000--— 


AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY IN THE PHILIPPINES 


The 6th Photo Section, Nichols Field, P.I., completed three large mosaics 
of a total of 400 square miles. in East-Central Imzon, and road strips in four 
provinces during the month of November. Al of this work is for the use of 
the Philippine Division during the forthcoming Spring maneuvers. This Photo- 
Section is also engaged in meking tri lens -~whotographs covering the artillery 
ranges of Fort Stotsenburg reser nish an area of about 300 square miles. 

--~000--- 


NIGHT FLYING BY THE 94TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The 94th Pursuit Squadron »articipated in the first night flying which 
has been done in the First Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., for quite a 
while, and in that connection has developed a satisfactory flare mount and 
release for use on the Boeing P-12 airzlane.. Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, Command- 
ing Officer of the Squadron, and Lieut. A.T. Johnson, Assistant Armament Offi- 
cer of the Squadron, worked out the mount, and in all tests it proved satisfac- 
tory and filled all their ex»nectations. 

The flare is held in a vertical position directly in front of the leading 
edge of the lower wing, in line with the N strut. An arrangement of clamps 
around the strut tends to hold it rigid, and yadding vrevents any damage to 
the wing. A good six inches of the flare projects below the wing, so that 
there is no danger, when it is released, of the flare fouling. The release 
cable is led along the leading lancing wire, through guides, up to the cockpit. 

Before actually testing the releasing qualities of the arrangement, test 
flights were made with the flares mounted. ‘The ylane was dived and maneuvered 
to see if the added weight out near the tip of the wings had any effect upon 
the flying qualities of the shin. ‘The change of »erformance was so slightly 
noticeable that it could be entirely disregarded, and when the release was 
tested, no difficulty whatsoever was exnerienced in dropping the flares. 

The flare mount can be installed and renoved in a few mimutes, and is never on 
the plane excent when it is so desired in order to fly at night. 

Incidentally, the P12 is a good night-flying ship. Wath the wide range 
of visibility, maneuverability and landing qualities that they possess, in the 
pursuit line especially they have no peer. 

---000-—= 


O6TH PURSUIT READY TO START WORK 


With the delivery of eleven P-6 airplanes, the 36th Pursuit Squadron, re- 
cently organized at Selfridge Field, Mich., is in a »osition to begin a period 
of intensive treining. Six more airnlanes are expected to be received shortly. 
The last six are to be Prestonc-cooled and are eagerly awaited, as they are 
expected to be considerably faster than the water-cooled jobs. 

The Squadron is proud to have in its ranks Lieut. Louis Vaupre, the winner 


of the Mitchel Trovhy Race,which was held at Selfridge Field on November 22nd. 
-1l6- V-6103, A. C. 
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act ctataaahi OF FATALITIES IN THE ARMY AIR CORPS 


“Pouching on the reduction of fatal accidents in flying operations, it can 
be stated without reservation that the récord achieved by the Army Air Corns 
in this. resnect during the six months xeriod from July 1, 1930 to December 31, 
1930, as compared with those »reviously made, is nothing short of snectacular. 
In this half year, ayoroximately 16,908 hours were flown for every fatal acci- 
dent, as compared with 1,718 hours flown for every fatal accident in the year 
1921. It will thus be noted that in this modern day and age, with vastly 
euperior types. of airnlanes, a very considerable increase in the amount of 
flying, improved flying training methods, and other factors too numerous to 
mention in the limited discussion it is intended to give this imoortant sub- 
ject at this particular time, flying operations in the Army Air Corns are 
very nearly ten times safer than they were a decade ago. 
The following taimlation shows the number of flying hours »er fatal 
accident each year for the past ten years, viz: 








Year 1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 First 4 
(Fiscal) . F.Y.1931 
Flying 

Hours per 

fatal i 


accident 1718 2717 1992 4253 5183 5866 50382 7316 “6125 8700 16,903 





The »rocress the Air Corps has been making to increase the safety factor 
in flying, »narticularly during the first half of the Fiscal Year 1931, when 
there were 11 fatal arcidénts(65 officers of the Air Corns, Regular Army, and 
5 Air Corns Reserve officers) may be noted at a glance from the chart given 
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The 7th Eombardment Group, Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., has been 
very fortunate in securing the services of Mr. Dean Blake to conduct a series 
of lectures on the subject of Meteorology. Mr. Blake is with the U.S. Govern= 
ment, in charge of the Weather Bureau in San Diego. 
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ELIMINATING KINKS IN TOW TARG3T CABLE BY LEAD. "FISH," 


According to the News Letter Corresvondent from Nichols Field, P.I., the 
end Observation Sousdron ex»rerienced a lot of trouble the nast year vith the 
tow target equinment. The greatest difficulty at the beginning of the target 
practice season was the fact that with the large BA targets, the cable 
_ would kink and break when the target was released. Staff Sergeant 0.W. Willcox 
, finally exercised his ingenuity and invented a weight for the end of the cable, 
which consists of a lead "fish" om the end.of a 12-inch rod which is fastened 
to the release and which prevents the cable from twisting and helps materially 
in keering down the kinks, . ve 

During the month of November the ona Observation Squadron conducted a° 
large number of tow target and tracking missions with the 60th Coast Artillery 
at Fort Mills, Corregidor, . Both day and night missions were flom. From Nov. 
Sra to 8th, a combined mineuver was’ corried out-with the 60th Coast Artillery, 
both day and nisht attack missions being flown. 

The Squadron expects to break all »revious records for aircraft hours 
flovm during the month. Flights were made to Mindoro, Baguio, Carranglan, 
Lingayen Gulf and Biangue, where a wonderful emergency landing field was locat~ 
ed. Lieut. Backes reports that shis field is large enough for he entire Group 
and perfectly drained and sodded, . 

---000--- 


STUDYING EFFECT OF ATMOSPHZRICS ON PHOTOGRAPHIC FILM 


Over a period of two days, eight flights were made at Mitchel Field, .N.Y., 
under the suvervisisn of Mr. Arthur L. Scheen, of the Eastman Kodak Company, to 
deyermine the effect on film of ‘the various atmospheric conditions found at the 
high altitudes from which eerial mosaics are made. Two of the flights were 
made by Lieut. Arthur Merriweather, pilot, and Technical Sergeant Dryer as 
»hotographer. The other six fiights were made by the photogravhic team of. 
Lieut. Guy H. Gele, pilot, and Master Sergeant Cates, nhotogranher. 

A new instrument, furnished by the Hestman Kodak Co., was carried in the 
ship. This instrument, called a meteorograph, records gravhically the tempera- 
ture, relative humidity and atmossheric »ressure. It is interesting to note 
that while on the ground the humidity rises as the temperature drops. In the 
upper air the reverse is found to be true. Above 10,000 feet, the humidity: 
drops as the temperature ,oes down. 

The flights were all made at the same altitude, but under different cli- 
matic conditions. The film is being develoned and will be carefully studied to 
determine the effects caused by the varying atmosvheric conditions encountered. 

The cameras used were the 12, four-lens type, and the K type, single lens 
camera. These cameras are used by the U.S. Army Air Corps and most of the 
civilian mapping concerns. 

---000-~— 


y TWO MORE PURSUITERS INITIATED INTO THE CATERPILLAR CLUB 


Om December 2nd, while the 17th and 94th Souadrons, lst Pursuit Group, 
were engaged in a series of attacks on each other, Lieut. Ryan, of the 17th, 
and Lieut. Underhill, of the 94th, ran together. Both nilots were forced to 
jusp and both landed safely after floating dow for 4, 000 feet. ‘The entire 
squadron circled around while they floated to earth to see that they landed 
sefely. Atout half an hour later both of them returned to Selfridge Field via 
automobile. They were quite badly shaken up but otherwise none the worse for 
their experience. 

Speaking of Lieut. Underhill, the News Letter Corresnondent states that 
his actions immediately following the crash were so free from embarrassment 
that he should receive a medal of some sort in addition to the gold bug received 
from the Irving Company. Not only did he notice what time the crash occurred, 
but he actually took off his glove and timed his descent from 5,000 feet. 
However, he failed to bring back the ri» cord, for which he was severely cen- 
sured. At that, "Eddie" was lucky to get out with minor bruises and a lame 
shoulder. , 

There are »robably enough lst Pursuit Group members of the Caterpillar 
Club to form a Selfridge Field Chapter thereof. “ 

-18- . V-6103, A.C. 
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"CLLIFORNIA, HERE I COME.“ 


The News Letter Corres xondent from Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., evi- 
dently must be a native son. He says: "There are many svots in the world which 
seam to 0Ssess a peculiar attraction for one. Anyone who knows California 
realizes its vast size and the great distance whixh senarates Northern and 
Southern California. Southern California - or rather Agua Caliente, Baja 
California, is a »lace where less than three short years ago. was a sterile des- 
ert. It is now the zarden snot of the world, outrivaling anything European. 
Its architecture is of the Snanish=California type, with dazzling white walls 
and red tile roofs, and the flowers and colors of high extravagance. 

The golf links lie at the risht - a green mantle flung over parched hills 
and cared for at eventide by whirling sorays of the fairway. The new Golf Club 
at Agua Caliente is a lavish affair, " 

Now to go on with out story. On December 20th, the great Gladiators of 
March Field descended on our neaceful surroundings, with the sole anc evil in- 
tent of defeating the Rockwell Field Romans in the ancient and honorable games 
of Golf and Tennis. 

Tie day of the battle dawned cold and clear on the battlegrounds of Agua 
Caliente. Both factions were »wresared to do or die for their Alma Mammy. With 
much ado, the hostilities startcd. The battles were long and stremous, but 
after the dust had cleared and the casualties counted, the Golf fracas was de- 
clared a draw, while the tennis racketeers from Rockwell took five of six 
matches from their pedagogue opnonenits. 

It vas a great day of glory for the locals, and for all at Agua Caliente. 

---000——— 


NEW PLAKES FOR THE 94TH PURSUIT 


During the month of Decemver, the 94th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, 
lost all of the Pel2Bis that they received last Snoring, immediately preceding 
maneuvers. As the new P-12C!s were comleted out at the Boeing factory in 
Seattle, the old P-l2's were flown oui to the Roci:weil Air Depot. They were to 
undergo major overhaul before being delivered to Mether Field. Meanwhile, the 
pilots »rocecded by rail to Seattle and ferried new shins back to Selfridge 
Field. “ke 

The 94th will receive the next consignment of new Boeing ships. They are 
to be the latest, with all "lugs" removed. This new series will be the "D" 
type, with a high commression Pratt and Whitney "Wasp," and »oresent »lans call 
for February delivery. 

Meanwhile, the 94th is flying Peel's, and for the first few hours, the 
sayin; that "an oleo landing geer covers a multitude of sins," was »roved be- 
yond the shadow of any doubt. 

—-~000-—— 


BOMBING MISSIONS AT ROCKYELL FIELD 


The 95th Pursuit Squadron recently engeged in some very interesting 
Hombins Missions in conjunction with the llth Dombardment Souadron. Six Pel2'"s 
were loaded with five 25-1b. live tombs aniece, and a rendezvous three miles 
off the Coronado Strand vas mae with a three-ship Bomber formation. ‘The 
Pursuit flight made dive boubin; attacks on the shadow ofthe Bombers, releasing 
bombs irom the six ships sinmlteneously. 

The results were most gratifying to the-Pursuiters, as time after time 
direct hits were recorded, ‘The mighty men of the llth, however, claim that they 
still cease to worry over Pursuit attacks, so the war urges on. 

---000--— 


During the month of December, the Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., 
completed major overhaul on 16 airplanes and 39 engines. Twenty-one planes and 
twenty-six engines were received during the mouth for overhaul. Four thousand, 
one hundred end eighty-nine and three-quarter man hours (4,189-3/4) were ex- 
pended in the Engineering Shoys of the Denot for the nanufacture and revair of 
Air Corps equipment other: than airplanes and engines. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS. AFFECTING «TR CORPS OFFICERS 
Reserve Officers ordered to extended active duty: (January 2 to June 30, ff 
1931) To Crissy Field, Uclit.- @ad Lieuts. Nelson D.. Jenkins and Allen Chapman,) 
Oalcland, Calif.; Myron Zim: Lackey, Sen Francisco, Calif.- To Dodd Field,Texas; Ff 
end Lieuts. Henry Bishop Fisher; Grosvenor R. Paine, Dallas, Texas;-To Langley 
Field, Va.:; end Lieut. “illiam James McCracken, New York City - To Rockwell 
Field, Calif.; end Lieuts. Wm. Groen Jr., Whittier, Calif.; Robert K. Urban, 
Abilene, Texas; Paul Lester Foster, San Diego, Calif. - To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: 
end Lieuts. William H. Thomas, Elwood City, Pa.; Ferdinand Eble, Jr., Washing- 
ton, D.C. = To Scott Field, Ti1.: 2nd Lieuts. Charles C. Cunningham, Indian- 
anolis, Ind.; Jemes H. Gray, Chenmaim, Ill. 

February 1 to June 30, 19"; end Lieuts.Robert D. Cassell to Fort Crockett, 
Texas; Desmond §. Shipley, New York City, to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

January 9 to June 30, i931: 2nd Lieut. Cedrick B. Davis to Rockwell Field, 

February 15 to June 20, 19¢1: 2nc Lieut. Percy 0. Brewer, San Jose, Calif.,, 
to Crissy Field, Calif. 

February 18 to June 50, 1931: To Selfridge Field, Mich.- end Lieuts. Edward § 
Campbell Davis, Jr., Atlanta, Ga.- To Fort Crockett, Texas: Charles F.Skannal, 
Shreveport, La.; Pavl LeRoy Torrence, billings, Montana; Charles Edward Jost, 
Eugene, Oregon; James Colvmows Neely, Memphis, Tenn.; John H. Catchings,Atlanta, 
Ga. - To Rockwell Field, Caiif.: Virgil W. Vaughan, Denver, Colo.; Paul B. 
Balfour, Seattle, Wash.; Laxe Mcore, Jr., Denver, Colo.; Frank M. Crismon, Salt 





















































Dalles, Texas. - To “anwell Field, Alu.: Herbert P. Horton, Wollaston, Mass. 

Officers relievec from Tetail to the Air Corns: To the Field Artillery, 
end Division, Fort Sam Hcevston, Texas - 2nd Lieuts. William H. Allen, Jr. - 
To Infantry, 2nd Division, Fort Sam Houston, Texas: Harry C. Anderson, John P. 
McGinness, lst Lieut. William V. Gray, 2nd Lieut. Winston R. Maxwell, Harry 
C. Kirby - To 6th Coast Artillery, Fort Winfield Scott, Calif.: 2nd Lieuts. 
Charles J. Odenweller, Robexrt I’. Hegzerty, Harry R. Boyd ~ To 7th Infantry, 
Vancouver Barracks, Wash.: 2nd Lieuts. Samuel P. Kelley, Francis J. Corr = To 
lst Cavalry Division, Fort McIntosh, Texas; end Lt. Edward F. Kumpe ~ To 18th 
Infantry, Fort Schuyler, N.Y.: ond Lt. Sanwel Roth ~ To Hawaiian Department, 
for duty with Coast Artillery troops: 2nd Lt. Willis A. Perry - To 22nd Infantry, 
Fert McPherson, Ga.: 2nd Lt. Josey»h E, James, Jr. - To 64rd Coast Artillery, 
Fort MacArthur, Calif.: 2nd Lt. Charles C. Cloud, Jr. ~ To Srd Field Artillery, 
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Ind.:;: 2nd Lt. Thomas I. Edgar - To 26th Infantry, 
Plattsburg Barracks, N.Y.: end Lt. George W. Lermond. 

end Lieuts. Tracy K. Dorsett, Cohlidge, Texas, and Harry LeRoy Clark, 
Aurora, Ill., both of the Air Cor»s Reserve, to active duty at Fort Crockett, 
Texas, February 18 to June 50, 1951. 

~---000—-~ 











CONTRACTS FOR NiW PLANES AND EQUIPMENT 


Contracts for new Air Corps eouinment, involving an expenditure of 
$1,420,006.72, were receatly arproved by tne Assistant Secretary of War, as 
follows: 

The Fairchild Airslane Manufacturing Corooration will receive a contract 
for $60,513.99 for the »rocurement of six Fairchild Photographic airplanes, 
Model F-1A, and svare parts. ‘This type of airolane has been service tested and 
will be equipped with the Pratt & “hitney "Wasn" SR-1340-D engine. The airplanes 
are required to equip Photographic Sections of the Air Corps. <A number of F-1 
airplenes, of which the F-1A is an improved model, are already in photographic 
service in the Air Corps. 

The Consolidated Aircraft Corporation will receive a cchtract for three 
fast single-engine,air-ccooled,small Transvort planes, Model Y1C-22, and snare 
parts, at a total cost of $79,040.35. These airplanes will have the Wright 
R-1820-E engine installation. The purchase of these airplanes is required for 
service test purposes, there being need of a fleet of small and fast transports 
in the Air Corps. 

The Stearman Aircraft Corporation, Wichita, Kansas, will receive a contract 
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i for four Stearman Primary Training airplanes, Air Corps Medel YPI-9, snare 
é parts a i prints, at a total cost of $26,756.50. These airplanes will have 
. the Wrigat Model R-540, five-cylinder radial air-cooled engine installation, 


30, which is similar to the Wright R-975 engine, for ex»erimental-and. service: test 
2pman purposes. This varticular type of airplane has not deen previously yurchased 
2>xas: by the Air Cor os. 
ley The Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Comoany, Hartford, Conn., will receive two 
LL contracts for air-cooled engincs, at a total cost of $641,883.82. One of these 
an, contracts will be for a total of 52 "Waso" engines for installation in the 
Y.Y¥.: Fairchild Photogranhic airplane, F-1A, and Douglas Model BI-2C Basic Training 
ing- airplane, and the otner is for 60 Pratt & Whitney "Hornet" engines, Ty ve 
n- P-1690-B, for installation in the hiodel 0+35 Observation airplanes, to be manu- 
tactured by the Douglas Aircraft Comoany, Santa Monica, Calif. The number of 
kett enzines in each case will be sufficient for installation in the airmlanes men- 
tioned and provide additional svare. engines. 
‘ield, The Douglas Aircraft Company, Santa Monica, Calif., will receive a con- 
Et... tract for 30 Observation airplanes, Model 0-38, and 20 Basic Training airplanes, 
Model BI-2C, in the. total amount of $567,137.46. These airplanes are standard 
ward production types in use by the Air Corps. The Model 0-38 airplane will have 
al, the Pratt & Whitney "Hornet" engine installation, and the Basic Training air- 
it, ‘lanes will have the Pratt & Whitney "Wasp" engine installation. 
anta The Wright Aeronautical Corsoration, Paterson, .J., will receive a con- 
tract for 16 Wright Engines, Type R-540, and svare varts, at a total cost of 
Salt not to exceed $44,675.20. These engines are being procured for service test 
rt on eight Primary Training airnlanes now being procured, and to  rovide addi-~ 
ne tional engines as spares. 
a. ——=000——— 
7 ASSIGNMENT OF OFFICERS OF OTHER BRANCEES TO AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 
a. The Secretary of War has ayoroved the following quota of students, at the 
| next course at the Air Corps Tactical School, Langley Field, Vas, of branches 
other than the Army Air Corns: 
Infantry,2; Field Artillery,2; Coast Artillery, 2; Saline 2; Signal 
To Corps, 1; Chemical Warfare Service, l. ! 
th To be eligible for detail as students at this School, these officers mst 
be senior Cantains or above. 
entry, men eee 
lary, THE GAME HUNTERS OF BOLLING FIELD 


Captain Bayley and Lieut. Robertson, of Eolling Field, D.C., went on 
quite an extensive hunting trio dom in the wilds of North Carolina. They went 
out with the idea of hunting "big geme," supoosed to be found in that State. 
. Well, after hunting contimously for about 24 hours, they both spotted some- 
. one's home-raised turkey and, of course, being most anxicus not to come back 
empty handed, they both decided they rmst get him or her (the turkey), so 
both fired several times and missed! "Looks as though our target practice 
wasn't of much value to these two," is the comment of the News Letter Corres- 
pondent. ie 

When asked what they got on returning, Captain Bayley re.lied to the 
writer very sarcastically - "We got back 'cold,! and everything else but the 
big game." Another big game hunt was marked u» in the failure colums. 
st Better luck next time. 





--~000--= 

and pa id a 

enall WE HEAR FROM MATHER ¥IELD 

= According to. the News Letter Corres»ondent from Mather Field, Sacramento, 
Calif., there are now apnroximately 350 enlisted men and 20 offisers stationed 

| at that field. He states that the ships are in the minority, but adds that 

x there has been so much to do in the way of organization that the lack of flying 
has not been keenly felt. New arrivals of both ships and men are reporting 

™ almost daily, so that it won't be long now. 

wes Glad to hear from Mather Field. The material received from the Correspon= 
dent reached here too late for insertion in this issue of the News Letter, and 

— will therefore appear in the next issue. Other fields which have been backward 


C. in News Letter contrittions are requested to "come across." 
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NOTES. FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
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Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, Jan. lst: 





lst Lieut. 0.G. Kelly, famed trans-continental flyer, now stationed at 
Brooks Field, piloted the plane conveying several enlisted men from Brooks and 
Kelly Fields to Chanute Field, where they will matriculate in the Air Corps 
Technical School. 


2nd Lieut. Richarée D. Reeve, after several weeks spent in the Ft.Sam Housta) 
Base Hospital, again renorted for duty at Brooks Field and is now the Fire Mar. — 
shall and Foliége and Prison Officer, relieving 2nd Lieut. A.L. Harvey. ; 


lst Lieut. L.L. Koontz, end Licuts. T.H. Baxter and M.R. Nelson of Brooks 
Field are in Buffalo, New York, where they will precure from the Thomas-Morse 
Aircraft Corp. three 0-19C airplanes for ferrying to Kelly Field. 


The Quartermaster, Brooks Field, from an appropriation of $1000.00 allotted) 
for the purpose, purchased 1200 cubic yards of gravel and is now laying an 
"Apron" from Hangar & to Hanger 11 of the Field. 


Lieut. Fred T. Young, Quartermaster Corps, Brooks Field, spent a 15-day 
leave, which included the holiday season, in San Antonio. 


Lieut. D.D. Fitz Gerald returned from Santa Monica, Calif.,where he pro- 
cured from the Douglas Aircraft Company a BI~2B airplane for delivery to Brooks 
Fiel Ge 


During the absence of General Charles E. Danforth, Commanding General of 
the Air Corps Training Center, Lieut.-Colonel H.B. Clagett, Commanding Officer 
of Brooks Field, served in his stead. 

Capt. C.E. Austin (Cav) Quartermaster of Brooks Field, was apnointed Agent 


Finance Officer during the absence on leave of lst Lieut. F.T. Yeunt, Q.M.C. 
end Lieut. G.L. Murray, Brooks Field, is awey on leave of absence which 
will continue through the holidays. 

The 58th Service Scuacron of Brooks Field, though the youngest in point of 
organization, is one of the most enthusiastic. lst Lieut. 0.L. Rogers commands 
the organization, and William M. Terry is ist Sergeent. 

Lieuts. L.L. Beers, G.F. Schulgen and S.E. Prudhomme, all of Wright Field, 
visited Brooks Field, December 17th, having flcwn three latest type Douglas 
airplanes, equipped with the Prestone Cooling System, with which they have been 
making tours of the various fields for the purpose of conducting service tests 
of the cooling system. These officers spent three days at Brooks Field, and 
while here a number of crack pilots of the Field flew the planes in furtherance 
of the test for both day and night flying. 

All flying personnel of Brooks Field completed the required amount of night 
flying for the year 1930. 

Capt. C.C.Nutt, Lieuts. C.P.Bradley and L.H. Douthit returned from Buffalo, 
N.Y., where they procured three 0-19-B airplanes which they ferried to Kelly 
Field. These planes are to be put in use at France Field, Canal Zone. 


Headguarters Air Corns Troops, Ft.Sill. Okla., Dec.31,1930: 





Nine planes were sent to San Antonio to be inspected. The first three on 
Dec. 2nd were piloted by Major Brereton, Lieuts. Bryan and Tidwell. Passengers 
were Tech.Sgt. Townsend, Staff Sgts. Ritchie and 2nd Lieuts. Moore and Houle. 
Passengers were Sgt. Leonberger, Cpl. Whitman anc Prt. Whatman. On Dec. 15th 
three more were flown to Duncan Field by Lieuts. Stroh, Fleming and Hunt. Pas- 
sengers were Capt. O'Neill,A.C.; Capt. Dawson, M.A.C. and Lieut. Ralph Holmes, AC. 

Announcing the engagement and aporoaching marriage of their daughter, Icy I. 
to Major L.E. Brereton, Commanding Officer, Air Corps Troops, Ft. Sill, Okla., 
Mr. and Mrs. W.B. Larkin of Wichita Falls, Texas, entertained with an elaborate 
dinner party at the Wichita Club. The marriage is scheduled to take place 
February 2lst, 1931. 

Other cross-country training flights and ferrying trips of the month were 


Lieut. Campbell to Ponco City, Dec. 6 ~ Lieut. Wait, carrying Cpl. McCraw to 
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Ardmore, Dec. 6th; Lieut. J.C.. Pitts to Ft.Rilev, Kans., Dec. 13th3 Lieut. 
Tidwell to Ft.Crockett, Dec. 13th; Lieut. S.J. Young, pilot, Lieut. S.J. Wait, 
passenger, to Suverior, Nebr.,Dec, 13th; Lieut. J. Roe, pilot, St.Sgt. Shaw, 
passenger, to Dallas, Tex., Dec. 15th3 Lieut. Mitchell and Pvt. Radlein to 
Brooks Field, Dec. 20th; Lieut. Dugan to Ft.Riley, Kans., Dec. 20th; Lieut. 
Britton, Pvt.Rogers, passenger, to Bartlesville,Okla.,Dec. 2lst$3 Lieut. Stroh, 
Set. Leonberger, passenger, to Denver, Dec. 26d; Lieut. Houle to El Paso, Dec. 
23d; three planes to Dallas, Dec. 27th, piloted by Cant. Hickey, lst Licuts. 
Rice and Shankle, passengers, Maj. Swing, F.A., Sgts. Carter and Shaw; Lieut. 
C.H. Miller, Cpl. Green, :assenzer, to Memphis, Dec. 29th and Licut, Fleming 
pilot, Sgt. Zeloski, passenger, to Duncan Field, Dec. 30th. 

The following officers were on leave during the holiday seasen: lst Lieuts. 
Rice, Shankle end Ritchie and 2nd Lieuts. C.K. Moore, Whitten, Dugan, Bryan, 
Percefull, Fleming, Pitts, Wait, Campbell, Johnston and Tarro,. 

The lst Balloon Company accorplished two free balloon flights this month. 
The first flight, Dec. 13th, was piloted by 2nd Lieut. R.C. Holmes, the »vassen- 
gers being Lieut. J.H. Roe, Air Res.; Sgt. L.S. Rayburn and Cpl. Wm. Doty,A.c. 
The second flight, Dec. 20th, was piloted by Capt. Neal Creighton with Sgt. 
J.V. Wyllsey, passenger. 

lst Lieuts. Rice and Shankle went on leave together and spent about ten 
days in Nogales, Ariz., primarily ona business trip, with dove~shooting as a 
side issue, 

Licut. D.E. Whitten and Sgt. N.B. Stimmel left Friday the 19th for Camp 
Wood, Texas, on a four day hunting — : 


| Fort. Srosketh, a aiian Texas, Jan. ist: 





The Post basketball team lost its first game the other night when they 
plaved the Santa Fe Five, 1929 chamms. Both teams were on equal terms until 
the last few minutes of play, when a sudden burst by the Railroaders put the 
final score at 30-24, The Flyers have a wonderful chance to win the city 
championship this year, which is their first in the local league. 

With the 8th, 90th and 13th Attack Squadrons and the 60th Service Squadron 
entered, the Post basketball league will get wnder way shortly. The 13th Squad~ 
ron, 1930 champs, has lost only one man. Lieut. Peterson, star center, left 
the Group and his position on the team will be taken by Lieut. Charles Jost, 
former player and coach at the University of Oregon. We predict the 13th will 


have a harder time keeping their title than they had winning it. 


Lieut. E.S. Shepherd organized a Post Soccer team.and, although it lost 
its first game 2-0, it apnears as if they will be dangerous opponents in their 
league. The players showed a wealth of experience and skill but were lacking 
in speed and condition. 

Senta Claus, adonvting the latest means of travel, arrived at Ft. Crockett, 


| Wednesday afternoon, Dec. 24th, in an A-3B, piloted by Licut. Robert K. Taylor, 


who made a special trip to the North Pole for the kindly old gentleman. His 
apnearance on the parade ground set in motion the annual ‘Christmas cclebration 
given each year by the Officers Clubd.. Each of the 130 children who attended 
received gifts from Saint Nick, who distributed them from in front of the larg- 
est Christmas tree that could be obtained in Galveston. When the celebration 
was over, the tree was placed out on the parade ground, where its one hundred 
25-watt bulbs glowed each night of the holiday season. 

The wedding of Miss Esther Brown, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. “Brown of St. 
Cloud, Minn., and 2nd Lieut. Clayton Stiles, Air Corns Reserve, was quietly 
solemnized Wednesday cvening, Dec. 24th, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. 
Drouilhet, with Rev. L, Montgomery, Army Chaplain, officiating. After the cere- 
mony, the bride and groom departed on a wedding jovrney to Montgomery, Mexico, 
to remain until Jan. Srd, when they will return to Galveston. 


Marshall Field, Ft. Rilev, Kensas, Jan. 3rd 








On Dec. 29th, the word was received that Lieut. W.H. Sherwood of this squad- 
ron, who was on an extended cross-country to his home in Pennsylvania, crashed 
and was killed near Waterford, Penna., about a quarter of a mile from his par- 
ents' home, Lieut. Sherwood was a graduate of Kelly Field, Texas, with the 
July, 1929 class. 

Lieut. Lloyd Hunt of Ft. Sill, spent December 21 and 22 at Ft.Riley visite 
ing friends. 
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Lieut. Glenn Holland flew to ‘Ghieage, M1. on Dec. 30th, to ‘visit friends 
for few days. - 

Lieut. J.M. Joplin took a eaedie-cumandion to Lubbock, Texas, and from there 
to Dallas, Texas, to visit his narents over the holidays. 

On Dec. 27th, Lieut. Black>urn went to Dayton, Ohio, as a member of the 
Observation Board, to discuss and select some new Observation ships. 

Lieut. L.R. Brownfield took his brother Hugh Brownfield, a law student at 
Ann Arbor, Mich., as far as Chanute Field on his way back to school after the 
holidays, 
Lieut. C.C. Cunninghe m, A.C. Reserve, was relieved from active duty, Dec. 
31. Later he received orcers placing him on active duty for six months at 
Scott Field, Belleville, Ill. 


Luke Field, T.H., Dec. 10th,1930: 





The following named Second Lieutenants, Air Reserve, arrived for duty 
at this station from Kelly Field, Texas, on November 10th and were assigned to 
organizations, as indicated: Howard B. Lathrop,Jr. and Edward N. Coates to 
50th Observation Squadron; Lawrence T. Pugh and Floyd E. Nelsen to the 23d 
Bombardment Squadron and George W. Peterson to the 4th Observation Squadron. 

2d Lieut. Donald W. Armogost, arrived at this station on Nov. 26th and was 
assigned to duty with the 4th Observation Squadron. 

2d Lieut. F.Edgar Cheatic, A.C., transferred to this station from Wheeler 
Field on Nov. 20th, was assigned to the 72d Bombardment Squadron for duty. 

Capt. Joe S. Undervood, Q.M.C., was appointed Post Quartermaster, vice Capt, 
Herman G. Halverson, Q.M.C., retired. 

Flying training consisted of aerial gunnery, acrial navigation, inter~islani 
flying, cross-country flying, night flying and aerial vhotography. 

On Nov. 2lst, this group sent a flight of six LB~6 airplanes, 13 officers 
and 17 enlisted men to the Island of Hawaii. 

On Nov. 25th, a flight of nine 0-19 airplanes and four A~3B airplanes, 

16 officers and 10 enlisted men were sent to the Island of Hawaii. 

The above flights were made as a part of the aerial navigation course out- 
lined in Training Program No. 1, these headquarters, dated Oct. 15, 1930. 

4th Observation Squadron: During the last month this squadron was the 
scene of great activity, preparatory to the start of the training season. As 
the training starts with aerial gunnery and bdombing, guns and bomb racks were 
installed. 

Very little trouble was experienced with the new 0-19B airplanes, and the 
pilots have nothing but praise for the new ships. With these ships the squadron 
is expected to repeat, if not improve, the very good shtwing of last season, and 
everyone can expect to hear from the squadron in the near future about our"experi 
gunners and bombers" and our cooperative work with othcr branches of the Army, 
which will include avout every type of mission know to Observation Aviation. 

On Nov. 15th, our former Squadron Comuander, Capt. George P. Johnson, saile 
_ on the U.S.A.T. SOMME for his new station, Langley Field, Va. An Aloha flight 
of six LB=6 airplanes, six 0~-19B airplanes and one Amphibian airplane took vad 
to bid him good-bye and best wishes. 

50th Observation Squadron: Capt. Frank H. Srlichard was assigned to the 
command of the 50th Obs. Scqdu., and the following officers are assigned for 
squacron duty: lst Lieut. Richard H. Dean, 2nd Lieuts. Edgar T. Noyes and Edwin 
W. Rawlings, A.C. and 2nd Lieuts. Edward N. Coates and Howard B. Lathrop,Air-Res, 

Four O-19B airpiancs were turned over to the Squadron, permitting it to 
start flying in earnest. 

It has been rumored that there are several outstanding athletes in this 
organization, and it is enticipated that Lieut. Lathrop will soon have teams 
which can compete with those of the rest of the squadrons for the Euntz=Moses 


Trophy. 
Fairfield,Air Depot, Ohio, Jan. 6th: 











Maj. Malcolm C. Grow, Post Surgeon, departed Dec. 29th, as passenger with 
Capt. 0.0. Niergarth, pilot, for Kelly Field, Texas, returning Jan. 2d. 
Capt. Edward Laughlin returned here Dec. 2lst after spending a 14-day 
leave of absence in the East. 
Lieut. Hugh A. Bivins, on Dec. 27th, ferried an airplane to Kelly Field, 
Texas, returning here Jan. 3d. 
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Lieut. M.B. Asp oh Set. Joseph Corzetta (E.R. ) made a shiaesiisi iii trip 
to Chicago on Dec. 20th. 
Pvt. John 2, Pullaway, who was on detached service at the Army Medical 


‘Center, Washington,)D.c., returned Dec. 2lst. 


A Caristias Party, syonsorcd by the Officers! Club for the children of the 
military »ersonnel of this Depot and Wri,sht Field, was held at Side Slip Inn on 
Dec. 24th. Old Sauta Claus remembered the voungsters; the vredominating toys 
he brought were eirnlanes for the boys and nianos for the girls. The children 
and the grown-ups as well, enjoyed the party very much, 

The annual New Year's Dance, snonsored by‘ the Officers' Club each vear, 
was cancelled, and the money given to Charities for the needy. 

The Telfare Association, uncer the direction of the civilian emmloyees of 
this Denot, cancelled the annual Christmas Part:, and used the money for the 
distridution of bas'ets filled .with groceries for the needy. 

Among those visiting the Post during the past two weeks, the following were 
noteds 

Dec. 16th~ Licut. Cummings flew in from Cleveland; Lieut. Rivers made a 
cross-country trip from Chanute; Maj. Coolz stoped en route from Schoen Ficld to 
Bolling Fields; Lieut. Spiers cross-countried to Norton Field. 

Dec. 17 =~ Lieut. Yauvre, Selfridze Field, flew cross-country to this Bta- 
tion; Lieut. Carpenter and Sgt. Deardorff flew in from Stout Field for minor 
repairs on an 02H; sidientete Genaro and Bentley made a cross-country trip from 
Schoen Field. , 

Dec. 18 = Lieuts. on Baxter and Nelson arrived here from Cleveland on 
cross-country trips from Kelly Field. 

Dec. 19 ~ Lieut. Briggs, Rockwell Field, stopped en route from Scott to 
Cleveland, 

Dec. 20 ~ Lieut. Birnn, nilot, and Capt. Lake, passenger, Rogers Field, 
arrived from Scott en route to their home station; Lieut. MeConnell piloted a 
PT-1, which had been given a major overhaul at this station, to Cleveland; 
Lieuts. Mosher and Johnson mace a cross-cuuntry trip from Selfridge; Lieut. 
Bartron, Kelly Field, ston.ed here en route to Buffalo on a cross-country mis- 
sion; Maj. Cook, Schoen Field and Maj. Cone, Little Rock, stopped here en route 
from Bolling Field on cross-country missions. 

Dec. 21 = Capt. Weedy departed in an 02-K airvlane and Lieut. Smith in a 
PT-1 airplane, which had been given major overhauls at this Depot, for Bowman 
Field; Lieut. McNeil and Sgt. Smith, Roberts Field, denarted in an 017 airplane, 
which had been given a major overhaul at this Denot, for Bowman Field; Lieut. 
Dice with six passengers made a cross-country trip from Chanute in a C-3; Sgt. 
Nendell and Pvt. Holloway made a cross-country triv from Chanute, 

Dec. 22 —- Col. Westover, Ft.Leavenworth, departed in a Pl-A airplane, which 
was given a major overhaul at this stations; Lieut. Abgey, Cleveland, made a 
cross-country trip to this Depot. 

Dec. 23 ~ Lieuts. Goldsborough and Terry, March Field, in a BI-2 stopped 
en route frem Scott Field to Burgess Ficld. 

Dec. 24 ~ Lieut. Rvan, Chanute Field, stopned en route to Bolling ona 
cross-country mission; Lieut. Burns with four passengers, Langley Field, stopped 
en route from Bolling to Chanute; Lieut. Bisson, Langley Fields Lieuts. Giovan~ 
noli and Coleman, Selfridge Field, stopped en route on cross-country missions, 

Dec. 27 ~ Lieut. Starrett, Chanute Field, stopped en route on a cross- 
country mission. 

Dec. 29 = Capt. Connell; Major Stone, Ft.Leavenworth; Licuts. Duke and Aker, 
Langley Field, and. Lieuts. Winings and _—" Schoen Field stopped en route on 
cross-country missions. 

Dec. 31 ~ Lieut. Harmon with six passengers, Langley Field; Capt. Smith, 
Cleveland; Lieut. Harris with one passenger, Boston; Lieut. Gates and Cadet 


‘Fichraine, Miller Fields; Lieut. Ryan anc Pvt. Starr, Chanute Field and Lieut. 


Lewis with nine passengers stopped en route on cross-country missions. 

Jan 2d ~ Lieuts. McConnell end Rumage, Norton Field, made a cross-country 
trip to this station; Lieut. Taylor with three passengers, Scott Ficld, stopped 
en route on a cross-country mission. 

Jan. 4th - Lieut. Harris, Richards Field, arrived from Stout Field for an 
airplane, which had been given a major overhaul at this depot. 


Nichols Field, P.I., Dec. 11th: 








66th Service Squadron: Capt. Vernon L. Burge was on detached service at 
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Ft.McKinley for five days for contae$’ training in Infantry operations and 
tactics. During his temporary absence’, lst Lieut. O.A. Anderson was in command, 

lst Lieut. Joseph Smith returned on the 10th of November from leave of ab. 
sence in China and Janen. He reported an enjoyable trip. 

lst Lieut. James 5, Stowell was on detached service at Camp John Hay for 
five davs, Nov. 2d to 7th, : 

During the month, Sleff Sgts. Harry Mevers, Arthur R. Hadley and Bernard J, § 
Nied were discharged and reeniisied the following day. 

The Squadron voliey bail teaza has been organized and has shown up fine at 
the practice games. 

The new barracks for this organization, a two story building accommcedating 
100 men, is virtually ccmpleted. 

28th Rombardnent Squacron: The Squacron started for Baguio on its second 
annual vacation bright ani early on the morning of Nov. llth. An enjoyable trip 
was made by train to Tamortis, and from there by truck to Camp John Hay, arriv- 
ing at 3:00 P.M. After a fine rest of fifteen days, the Squadron declared then. 
selves ready for the trip home. Mention must be made of the able supervision 
of Lieuts. Morris and Myers in providing for an enjoyable trip. 





Clark Field, Pammanza, P.I., Dec, 12th: 





A flight to the Mindoro Sugar Estate at San Jose, Mindoro, was made by a 
six-plane flight of P-12's anc one DH on Nov, 4th, returning the following day, 
The officers participating in the fiignt were: Maj. John B. Brooks, Capt. Aubrey 
Hornsby, Lieuts. William C. Morris, Wiifrid H. Hardy, Kirtley J. Gregg, Milton 
M. Murphy and Allen Rk. Springer. 

A ground reconnaissance to the Cagayan Valley and Northern Luzon was made 
by Maj. John B. Brooks and Lieut. Thosixs W. Blackburn for the purpose of locat- 
ing lending fields in that area. Suitable sites were located at Bagabag and 
Echague. 

Lieuts. Thomas W. Blackburn, William C. Morris and Wallace E. Whitson will 
participate in the Department Goif Charmionship Tournament on Dec. 15th to 18th, 
Lieut. Morris recently made "A Hole in One! om the Baguio Golf links. With the 
pride of one who has accomolished the impossible, Lieut. Morris will exhibit the 
ball, which has been mounted, to anyone desiring to see it. 

Night flying maneuvers in conjurctizon with the Coast Artillery Corps were 
performed by a flight of P-12's on the 6ta, 7th and 8th of November. The man- 
euvers were conducted from Nichols Field as a base of operations. 

On Dec. 8th, twelve P-l2's left this field, to be joined by a flight of 
Amphibians and 0-2's from Nichols Field; for the purpose of maneuvers in con- 
nection with meeting the Army Transport "GRANT" off Bondoc Point. Rain squalls 
forced their return when within about thirty miles of the point of rendezvous 
in the passage. 

During the week of Dec. Ist to 6th, five parachutes training jumps were 
made by enlisted men of the organization. Cpl. Keger, the last man to jump, 
landed in the jungles at the border of the field, and it was with some difficul- 
ty that he was found, after an hour's search, He left his parachute in a tree 
and was looking for a way out. 

The Aerial Gunnery and Bombing season opened the latter part of November. 

Our new swimming pool is nearing completion and is expected to be opened 
in about two weeks. ; 


Bolling Field, D.C., Jan. leth: 





Christmas was here once again and a grand time was had by all. Of course, 
the kiddies of Bolling Field were feted royally again this year. A most charm- 
ing and interesting little Christmas play was put on by the kiddies and was 
staged and produced by one of our most talented ladies, Mrs. Robertson, as- 
sisted by her most able husband, Lt. Robertson. It was a grand success and all 
feel Lt. and Mrs. Robertson have missed their vocation by coming into the Army 
and not following the lines of our famous producers,Mr.Ziegfield and Mr.Carrol- 

Lieuts. Stranathan and Giovannoli just’ returned from a most enjoyable Christ 
mas visit to Florida, San Antonio and other desirable points, where the sun is 
shining the hottest. They were on extended cross-country flights. 

Lieut. Cousland met with quite a serious accident while en route to New 
York with the Secretary of War. The top of the cabin of the Fleetster fell 
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in on his head and cut and bruised him rather seriously at the time. 


Selfridge Field, Mich., Jan leth: 


A large number of Selfridge Field officers availed themselves of leave dur- 


ing tae Christmas holidays; some. even went farther:and availed themselves of a 


marriage license and a minister. Among those acquiring the "Order of the Ball 
and Chain" were Licuts. Sheldon B. Yoder, A.G. and Norman B. Olsen,A.C., and 
Horace J. Reid, Air-Res. 

27th Pursuit Squadron: Lieut. HJ. Reid returned from leave to announce 
that Lieut. and Mrs. H.J. Reid were at home to callers. 

Three members .of the Squadron made trips to the Boeing factory at Seattle, 
Wash., for new P-l2-C's.. They were Lieuts. Boatner, McGuire and Morgan. 

The Squadron now has twelve new ships and exnects to complete the full 





' Squadron assignment within the next month. 


Lieut. B.L. Boatner was cited for blindness by Maj. Brower and-awarded a 
beautiful and serviceable pair of green glasses to wear at critiques. . 

The usual quota of leaves were granted, leaving the Squadron rather short 
of pilots over the Christmas Holidays. 

17th Pursuit Souadron,A.C.s The officers of the 17th syonsored the Decem- 
ber Dance. After much deliberation, the officers in charge decided to hang an 
open parachute in the middle of the room and decorate with red and green stream- 
ers from the panter of the chute outward following the shroud lines. A hugh . 
fireplace was built. to house the orchestra and stockings were hung on the man- 
tle to make it seem more like enirneed the dance was very successful and 
everyone had a good time. 

Lieuts. Moor, Theisen and Van deteus returned on Dec. 19th with three new 
P-12C's from the Boeing Factory at Seattle,Wasn. They made the trip in record 
time, after encourtxing a lot of fog and bad weather. Lieut. Coleman who re- 
turned from Seattle in Major Brett's element on Dec. 17th, reported bad luck in 
mating a forced landing in Texas on the way out with a P-1leB.. He turned over 
on his backs but escaped uninjured. 

A big Christmas dinner was served by the. 17th. Sicshewe on Christmas day. 
The Mess Hall was all decorated with the Chrisitmas ‘colors, and from reports it 
was a gala affair. Niné- officers attended and. er enjoyed themselves and the 
dimer to the utmost. 

All the Squadron officers returned: from Leave over the akesaed holidays 
and are back on duty for another big year...» 

94th Pursuit Squadron: Mr.Set. Simmons was assigned to the 94th upon re- 
porting for duty from the Philippine Islands, 

57th Service Squadron: The month of December found this Seuadetin the same 
old guardian angel for the Pursuit Group out in the cold winter wind trying to 
rectify the sins of the pilots by bringing in the wrecks and repsiring the .re= 
mains of same. 

The biggest job was the installation ofa supercharged : 5V-1570 in XP-16 and 
then repairing the damage done by fire to the same ship. But thank om Lordl: 
"Old Jona" is now safe at Dayton. Allah be praised. 

‘ The holidays were very quiet, several of the officers being on leave ang 
the men on pass. Most of them went home -to tell the mothers what pilots and! 
good mechanics they are, and how the Army would have to cease opemasiame if they 
were not back to duty on time. 

The Annual Christmas dinner was held in the Mess Hall. The officers on the 
Post and their families, as well as men and families, all attended and, after a 
most delightful meal with turkey and all trimmings, returned home to. spend a 
full and sleepy afternoon. 

The Squadron is aang forward to a good year of hard work and its usual 
good service. 

We wish everyone "A, a Landing and Non-crack up New Year!": 

36th Pursuit Souadron, A.C.: The 36th Squadron has now reached its author- 
ized strength of 120 men, and has its full quota of grades and ratings. 

The basketball s quad, coached by Lieuts. Brignall and Pincomb, is rapidly 
rounding into form. - Two teams: have been organized, both of about equal strength. 
Practice scrimmages with other organizations have indicated that the 36th will 














‘be up with the leaders when the Post League gets under way. 


Lieut. Olsen is on his way to Seattle via Mather Field to ferry home a new 
P12. 
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With the closing of the football season, the Selfridge Field Post Team en- Ff 
joyed one of the most successful years for some time. They were victorious over f 
all Service teams on their schedules, losing but one game to the Port Huron 
Merchants, the last game of an otherwise perfect season. : 

All eyes are now turned toward the coming basketball season which official- § 
ly opened Jan. 6th. Inter-squadron games will be played to decide the Post 
Champions. The schedule is arronged so.as to allow each team to meet three 
times. The gomes will cover a neriod of two months from Jan. 6th to March 6th, 
With two months of stiff opnosition, candidates for the Post team can be readi- 
ly nicked. - ro $0 ' 

Six teans again ‘comrose the achedale with but two chanzes. The 15th Obser-~ § 
vation Squadron, wnich moved to Scott Field, Belleville, Il1l., will be replaced 
by the newly organized 36th Pursuit Squadron, The following teams complete the 
schedule to be.played: 36th Pursuit Sq., 27th Pursuit Sq., 17th Pursuit War 
94th Pursuit Sq., 57th Service Sq., 1st Pursuit Go.Hq. 

Hangar No. 9, the local Gym, is in constant use by teams rounding into: 
shape. Pre-season "Statisticians" are among the many onlookers, The main topic 
of interest is who will obtain 2nd Lieut. Harry "ight Horse" Wilson, - main’ 
cog in last year‘s runnerups,- Headquarters. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado,Calif., Jan.Sthe 





An elaborate Cabaret Dance was held at the Officers! Club on Dec.19th. 

The Club was decorated with narachutes, draned from the ceiling so as to form 
canopies, an abundance of mistletoe and a huge gaily decorated Christmas tree. 
Tables were »laced around the Club, which lent a truly "Cabaret Atmosphere". 
Talent was recruited from members of the command and their wives, which added 
a humorous and entertaining diversion to the evening. 

About seventy-five couples were present to enjoy the festivities. 

Cant. F..O'D. Hunter revorted for duty at Rockwell Field on Dec. 22d, and 
was assigned as Commanding Officer of the 95th Pursuit Sq. Capt. Hunter has 
made rapid strides in his new office, and great things may be expected of the 
Squadron under his tutelage. 

The lectures which Mr. Blake of the San Dicgo Weather Bureau has siven were 
very interesting and instructive, and the lmowledge gained therefrom by the of- 
ficers of the Group will »rove invaluable in the future. 

Until the zero hour for Maneuvers, the 7ta Bombardment Grovp has its work 
cut out for it. With the holidays in the background and an intensive training 
program laid out for both the llth Bombardment Sq. and 95th Pursuit Sq., Rock~ 
well Field will be a continuous scene of concentrated activity. 

- Radio missions, altitude flichts, formation drill, navigation flights and 
various tactical missions will occupy the major ‘part ‘of the program which the 
two squadrons will carry out. 

Pursuant to instructions contained in a letter from the Chief, Materiel 
Division, a Board of Officers has been anpointed to meet at the Depot for »pur- 
pose of furnishing the Materiel Division with General Plans and Svecifications 
for a Standard Air Corns Depot arrangement and leyout, in connection with the 
future move of the Rockwell Air Denot to Alameda. Members of the Board are as 
follows; Maj. Barton X. Yount,A.C., Maj. Wood S. Woolford;M.C.,Capt. L.I. Cooke, 
QALC., Ist Lieut. ¢.P.Kane,A.C., lst Lieut. B.M.Giles,A. Ce, Ist Lieut. u.M. 
Robbins,A.C. and 2nd Lieut. Virgil D. Westbrook,Air-Res. 

Through conference with the various Commanding Officers within the Rockwell 
Control Area, a detailed plan has been worked out whereby all tactical airplanes 
needing overhaul will be repaired prior to May lst, so that: only a minimum nun- 
ber of these planes will be in the Depot during the month. | 

The Depot Supply Department of the Rockwell’ Air Depot wndered and shipped 
as follows during the month of December: | 

Incoming Freight and Express received. . - » » 6315018 Ths. 
Outgoing " . "shipped . ; : p oss 4985255 
Amount of incoming parcel post ...,. oe 653 
Amount of outgoing parcel post... 6. ese we. 468 
Amount of material shipped by airplane . .:.... 0... 241 . 
Number of shipments received ... . 6. + 6 « , o 8 215 
Number of shipments made. ....+.e. ~ w erp ly 267 
Average time elapsing from date of receipt’ of” requisi- 
tions to date of shipment of all items available in stock,in days 
7 28+ gar irs ieee A.C. 
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Kelly Field, San pate — Jen. roth: 





The Pursuit, Attack. and Observation. Ricdiene deve-neupletes their night. and 
instrument flying. Tne students in. these sections have. all flown from Dallas or 
Waco to San Antonio at night.. A-line of beacons is being installed along the. 

eitire route, waich gives the present class an immense advantage over the former 


“onese It is. probable that this will be the last class to fly this-route. Con-- 


sideration is being given to the selection of another. route where there will be- 
no beacons and the terrain will be equally favorable. 

* Capt. Thomas W. Hastey, upon his arrival at Kelly Field on Jan. 1, 1931;: 
from the Office. of the Chief of the Air Corns, was appointed Adjutant of the ‘Aa 
vanced Flying School. Lieut. James A. Mollison, who has been Adjutant for the 
last seven months, is going back to his old position as Assistant Senior Instruc- 
tor of the Observation Section. . 

The 48th Sq. trounced the 42rd Sq., 44-33 and the 68th Sq. bowled over the 
41st Sq., 38-28 in the two games; played Jan. 8th at Kelly Field. In the first 
game, the. 43rd Sq. led, 21-19, at the half, but were outplayed in the second. 
half. The second tilt was tied at 16-all at the half. 

Lieuts. J.T. Flock and I.M. Palmer, Kelly field milots, were ordered to 
Santa. Monica, Calif., to. secure two. new 0-38 airplanes which they will ferry. to- 
Houston for the Texas National Guard. Five of the planes have been assigned to 
the Texas National Guard flyers. 

Lieut. R.eP.Todd, Kelly Field Cadet, who escaped injury Jan. 7th when his 
plane overturned at San Angelo while taking off from the Municipal Airport there 
for the return trip to San Antonio, was brought back to the field the next day 
in a plane flown by Lieut. D.7T.Craw, instructor at the field. 

Cadet Todd went to San Angelo on a cross-country flight with five other 
student pilots of a flight commanded by Lieut. Neil B. Harding. 

Lieut. Craw was commanding a similar student cross-country flight to San 
Angelo and brought the stranded nilot back to. San Antonio. 

A truck was sent from the field Thrusday to bring the wrecked plane back 
to the repair plants at Duncan for reconstruction. 


LAUGLEY FIELD FOOTBALL 1930 





The Langley Field football team recently completed one of the most ambit~ 
ious and successful seasons in football ever undertaken by a post team. After 
a successful season in 1929, it was decided to branch out, to include a number 
of colleges in the football schedule for 1930, with a view to raising the stan- 
dard of athletics at Langley Field and gaining recognition among the colleges 
as a serious football contender. The 1929 Langley team was outstandingly suc- 
cessfui. ._ It played 13 games, winning 10, tying 1 and scoring 245 points to. 22 
for the opponents. The 1930 team played 14 games and, while there were five 
losses and one tie, the opposition was largely made up of college teams.. 

Capt. George L. Usher, who acted as head coach in 1929, sought the colleges 
in Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and North Carolina for the 1930 schedule. 
Many of them were glad to accept the invitation for games at Langley Field and 
after the games they invariably left with a soft spot in their hearts for Lang~ 
ley Field and a different idea of the Army; this in svite of the fact that many 
of them took home with them the short end of the score. - 

The 1960 schedule was ambitious but the team measured un to it. Prelimin- 
ary work started Aug. 20th, with the idea of having the team in good physical 
condition for the first game on Sept. 20th. The first two weeks. were spent in 
conditioning exercises and. drill in the fundamentals. The original. squad of 106 
candidates was cut day by day until a squad of 40 men remained,-hard muscled, 
well trained athletes in first class condition. Various combinations were used 
in signal drill and scrimmage to.determine the starting line-up for the first 
game. Nothing was left undone in the preliminary work to build up a winning 
outfit. 

On Sept. 20th the team, and ent of the Post, jounneyed to Williamsburg, Va. 
to play the strong William and Mary team, champions of the Virginia Conference. 
The coaches of both teams experimented with various line-ups and, while the 
work of both teams was fur from smooth, a good football game resulted. The Lang- 
key tackling was poor and, as a result, Scott and "Red" Maxey, an outstanding 
halfback in 1930 football, made several long gains. The score, William and Mary 
19 = Langley Field 7, was the closest in any of William and Mary's home games 
this year. Their only defeat was at the hands of the Navy. They tied Harvard 
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On the following Saturday, Campbell College.eame to Langley to open their 
season. They were licked 7-0 in a lard geme, the first of two losses during 
the season. On Oct. 3d, the Langley Team went to Quantico to play the strong 
Marine team. The score, Marines,7 - Langley, 0, indicates the fast game it was, 
The next same with Naval Aporentice School, Newport News, at night was a win for 
Langley, 14-7. The next week was rather disastrous. The team went to Beckley, 
W.Va., to play New River State College, Champions of the West Virginia: Conference 
The trip by bus and loss of sleep, took too much out of the players and they 
lost 25-7 to a team that outweighed them twenty pounds per man. - 

A long stand at home started on Oct, 25th and.also a string of wietorsees 

Shenandoah College came to Langley to be defeated 25-6. Then Ft. Monroe was 
beaten 20-8 and Ft. Bustis 57-0, to clinch the Championship for the Southern 
District, Third Corps Area. On Nov. 18th, Atlantic Christian College came up 
from North Carolina, to lose to Langley 25-6. On Armistice Day the team from 
Potomac State College in West Virginia was played in Newport News before a large 
crowd, Langley losing the first game near home 12-7 in a hard. fought battle. 

On Nov. 15th the Langley team met the famous Gallaudet College at Langley in 

the fifth game in thirteen days and the third game in eight days. Ringle, Gal- 
laudet's outstanding fullback, third highest scorer in the country in 1929, was 
largely responsible for the victory of his team; the score being Gallaudet 13 - 
Langley 7. The team was tied in this same and did not play with the usual. "pep!, 
The strong Oak Ridge Military Institute veam, an | oats tending Southern team, tied 
Langley on Nov. 22nd, 6-6. ; 

On Nov. 30th, a big, naeetin’.. confident Carlisle Barracks team came to 
Langley Field for the Corns Area Championship game. There were rumors that 
Carlisle expected to win by four touchdowns, and so confident were they of. win- 
ning that they did not bother to bring with them the Championship Tlag which 
they won last year. They hapyvened to run into a hard fighting, unbeatable Lang- 
ley team, and it was evident after the first few plays that Carlisle's first 
downs would be few and far between. Their 200=pound fullback plunged again and 
again into an impenetrable Langley forward wall for no gain. They tried the 
ends with no greater success and finally in the last quarter as a forlorn hope 
resorted to a passing attack which did not produce any results. The net total 
of their first downs in this game was three. In the meantime Langley on offense 
was running the ends, slicing off tackle and cracking the line. In the third 
quarter Hetrick went in when the. ball was on the l5-yard line.. Less than a 
minute later his educated toe put.a perfect drop kick between the uprights. In 
the next quarter from the 15-yard line again Hetrick in-an off tackle play 
. smashed through into the open and across the line. The final score, 9-0, in- 
dicates the hard, close eae it was, probably the best ue ever eal on. the 
Virginia Peninsula. 

Although the Carlisle game was the last scheduled game, — defeated 
the Hampton Athletic Club team in Hampton on Nov. 8th ina game for charity. 
The score (34-0) gives only. a slight indication of Langley's superiority. . Every 
man of the squad ef 36 played in this game. 

It is impossible to select any outstanding star on Langley's 1930 team. - 
No effort was made by the coaches to build the team around. any one or two men. 
Capt. Usher, as head coach, with Lieuts. G.G. Iundbert, C.R. MacIver and lst 
Sgt. Steve Stanowich as assistants, had a wealth of material to. select from. 
There were many veterans from the 1928 and 1929 teams and there were men, new 
on the Post, who had played at school and college. The difficulty.was in select- 
ing the best 40 from a squad of more than a hundred. | 

In the backfield the final squad had "Red" Tyrell, a veteran of. 1928 and 
1929, one of the best ball carriers in this part of the country and a, real trip- 
le-threat star. There were Lieut. Day, a consistent line plunger, and P. Keys, 
an equally effectual gainer through the line. Both were exceptionally strong 
on defensive play. Collins, in his first year of football, develoned into a 
fast, shifty back who made many long gains.e Gates and Raymond, small, light 
and fast, wiggled and twisted their way to many a first down. Hetrick, steady, 
‘level-headed and: dependable, could always bec ounted on and, in addition, be- 
came an expert drop kicker. Owens, fast and a deceptive runner, smashed through 
off tackle time and again. Howard, a punter extraordinary, was a wizard at © 
placing punts inside the opponents!’ 5-yard line. He punted consistently for an 
average of better than 45 yards for the season. McKinney, at fullback, kicked, 
passed and plunged the line. Kerr, a 10 second man, a dangerous broken field 
rumner, was responsible for many a gain and for several touchdowns. These men 
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made up a set of backs who would gladden the heart of any coach and they were 
equally effective on defensive as on the offensive. 

To the linemen, who bore the real brunt of the opposing attack, and who 
opened holes for our backs to go through, too much credit can not be given. Al-~ 
ways outweizned ty from ten to fifty pounds, they consistently outplayed their 
heavier onvonents. Alert, hard charging, hard tackling, to them goes a large 
share of the credit for a successful season. The centers, Reiter and Soult, 
were towers of strength on the offensé anc defense. As roving centers on de~- 
fense, they seldom failed to diagnose the play and were there to back up the 
line in the right place. Cargo, a reserve center, strong and enthusiastic, 
gained experience which will mate him a strong contender for a regular place next 
year. At guard, Jennette and Fosse were unbeateble. Fosse, a veteran of four 
years experience on Langley teams, was an alert ball hawk, a hard, fast charger 
and sure tackler. He recovered many fumbles by the opposing teams. Jennette, 
smaller, lighter, weighinz 156 »ounds, would make any college team. The tack-~ 
les, Holmes and Piper, weighing only 158 nounds each, were always outweighed 
but never outplayed. Time and again they were through the opposing line to 
smear the play. The ends, Kowaleski, another veteran, and Donn, fast, sure 
tacxlers, were a joy to watch. Cprosing receivers of punts never moved far 
after making the catch. Opposing interference had to be good to gain around 
the endse 

The reserves for these players were almost as effective as the men they 
relieved. Mason and Worrell, at guard, T. Keys and Stronbert, at tackle, and 
Leedy and Tucdi on the ends took up where the first string men left off, and 
carried on. To them belongs much credit. Brewer, a veteran of last year‘s 
team played through half the season, when he was hurt. Powell, another veteran 
tackle, had hard luck and broke two fingers which kept him out of action. 
Spotts, a promising guard candidate, sustained an injured knee in the Campbell 
College game, which kept nim from playing again. He will be a strong candidate 
next year. Trexell, a guard, Keffer and Angerer, tacixles, and Ferguson and 
Aupke, ends, all played hard, dependable football. Sgt. Steve Stanowich, a 
coach and a veteran of many a football battle, was always ready to step in 
wnen needed. 

Not much glory goes to the linemen for their nart in making wu» a wining 
team. They take the poundings, the backs ta’se the cheers, but to watch Fosse 
and Jeannette come out srinning after a hard game it would seem that they get 
alot of fun out of it. 

The type of football played by all these men wes a credit to them. Ina 
hard game they tackled hard enough to shake the stands. It was hard football 
but it was clean. The team was alert, well drilled, each man knowing his job 
on each play. The team spirit was beyond praise. No opnosing team was ever 
presented with a touchdown as a gift; to get it they had to fight for it. The 
ability of the team, the coaching it received,mark it as being on a par with 
many college teams and better than a good many. It has brought glory, prestige 
and credit to Langley Field and to the Army and has done much to show the public 
the type of athletes andathletic teams the Air Corns and the Army can produce. 
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